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Memorandum 

AGENDA ITEM 9 

DATE:  January 25, 2024 

TO:  Transportation Authority Board 

FROM:  Anna LaForte – Deputy Director for Policy and Programming 

SUBJECT:  02/13/24 Board Meeting: Adopt Fiscal Year 2024/25 Transportation Fund for 

Clean Air Local Expenditure Criteria 

RECOMMENDATION  ☐ Information ☒ Action

Adopt Fiscal Year (FY) 2024/25 Transportation Fund for Clean 

Air (TFCA) Local Expenditure Criteria 

 

SUMMARY 

The TFCA program is funded by a $4 vehicle registration fee 

collected by the California Department of Motor Vehicles in 

the nine-county Bay Area. The Bay Area Air Quality 

Management District (Air District) makes 40 percent of the 

TFCA program revenues available to each county on a return-

to-source basis to implement strategies to improve air quality 

by reducing motor vehicle emissions. As the designated 

administering agency for San Francisco, the Transportation 

Authority is required annually to adopt Local Expenditure 

Criteria to guide how projects will be prioritized for San 

Francisco’s share of TFCA funds. Our proposed FY 2024/25 

Local Expenditure Criteria (Attachment 1) do not include any 

changes from last year and are consistent with the Air District’s 

TFCA policies. The criteria establish a prioritization 

methodology based on project type, emission reduction 

benefits, program diversity, project readiness, and sponsor’s 

project delivery track record. Additional criteria give higher 

priority to projects that benefit Equity Priority Communities, 

demonstrate community support, and for applicants that are 

not public agencies, including commensurate non-public 

investments. Following Board approval of the criteria, we will 

issue the FY 2024/25 call for projects for about $650,000. 

☐ Fund Allocation 

☒ Fund Programming 

☐ Policy/Legislation 

☐ Plan/Study 

☐ Capital Project 
Oversight/Delivery 

☐ Budget/Finance 

☐ Contract/Agreement 

☐ Other: 
___________________ 
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BACKGROUND 

In 1991, the California Legislature authorized the Air District to impose a $4 vehicle 

registration surcharge to provide grant funding to projects that address on-road 

motor vehicle emissions, helping the Bay Area meet state and federal air quality 

standards and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. The Air District awards 60% 

of the TFCA funds through the TFCA Regional Fund, a suite of competitive grant 

programs for projects that reduce emissions from on-road motor vehicles. The Air 

District holds calls for projects for each of the project categories available (i.e., 

bikeways, electric vehicle charging stations, zero-emission and partial-zero-emission 

vehicles, and shuttle and ridesharing projects). 

The Air District transfers the remaining forty percent of the TFCA funds to designated 

administering agencies, such as the Transportation Authority, in each of the nine Bay 

Area counties to be awarded to TFCA-eligible projects. Each year the Air District 

adopts the 40 Percent Fund (formerly known as the County Program manager Fund) 

Expenditure Plan Guidance, which includes the list of eligible projects and defines 

policies for the expenditure of the 40 Percent Fund. The latest guidance document 

(enclosed) includes policy changes, such as:  

• Removing the On-Road Truck Replacement project category because nearly 

all trucks and buses are already mandated to have 2010 or newer model year 

engines;  

• Defining and expanding “Priority Areas” to include Assembly Bill (AB) 617 

communities, Senate Bill 535 disadvantaged communities, and AB 1550 low-

income communities;  

• Clarifying that administering agencies and subgrantees have 24 months to 

commence their projects after funding agreement execution;  

• Simplifying design guidelines for bikeways so that local and state standards 

can be followed and allowing upgrades from Class III and Class II bikeways to 

Class II buffered bike lanes; and 

• Clarifying qualifications for Infrastructure Improvements for Trip Reduction 

projects.  

As in past years, any public agency may be a project sponsor for a TFCA-funded 

project. Private entities may sponsor vehicles projects such as alternative-fuel 



Agenda Item 9 Page 3 of 4 

vehicles and infrastructure projects, or partner with public agencies for all other 

project types. 

DISCUSSION  

Our proposed FY 2024/25 Local Expenditure Criteria (Attachment 1) do not include 

any changes from last year and are consistent with the Air District’s TFCA policies for 

FY 2024/25. Our experience with previous application cycles shows that the 

projected TFCA revenues generally are sufficient to fund most, if not all, of the 

projects that satisfy TFCA eligibility requirements established by the Air District, 

including a requirement that each project must achieve a cost effectiveness ratio as 

established in the adopted TFCA 40 Percent Fund Guidance. Thus, while some 

counties have established a complex point system for rating potential TFCA projects 

across multiple local jurisdictions and project sponsors, our assessment is that over 

time San Francisco has been better served by not assigning a point system to 

evaluate applications. 

Upon application, projects first undergo an eligibility screening. As in prior years, 

only projects that meet all of the Air District’s TFCA eligibility requirements will be 

prioritized for funding using the Transportation Authority’s Local Expenditure 

Criteria. The prioritization criteria include consideration of the following factors: 

• Project type (e.g., highest priority to zero-emissions non-vehicle projects like 

bike projects) 

• Cost effectiveness 

• Project readiness (e.g., ability to meet TFCA timely-use-of-funds guidelines) 

• Program diversity 

• Community Support 

• Benefits Equity Priority Communities 

• Investment from Non-Public Project Sponsors or Partners, if applicable 

• Other factors (e.g., the project sponsor’s recent delivery track-record for TFCA 

projects) 

We continue to work with the Air District and other administering agencies to 

improve the TFCA program’s effectiveness at achieving air quality benefits, decrease 

its administrative burden, and allow the administering agencies more flexibility to 

address each county’s unique air quality challenges and preferred methods of 

reducing mobile source emissions.  
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Next Steps. Following Board approval of the Local Expenditure Criteria, we will 

release the TFCA call for projects, anticipated by March 8, 2024. After reviewing and 

evaluating project applications, we anticipate presenting a recommended TFCA FY 

2024/25 program of projects to the Community Advisory Committee in May and the 

Board in June 2024 for approval. Attachment 2 details the proposed schedule for the 

FY 2024/2025 TFCA call for projects. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There are no impacts to the Transportation Authority’s adopted FY 2023/24 budget 

associated with the recommended action. Approval of the Local Expenditure Criteria 

will allow the Transportation Authority to program approximately $650,000 in local 

TFCA funds to eligible San Francisco projects and to receive about $47,000 for 

ongoing administration of the TFCA program. These funds will be incorporated into 

the FY 2024/25 budget and subsequent year budgets to reflect anticipated TFCA 

project cash reimbursement needs. 

CAC POSITION  

The Community Advisory Committee considered this item at its January 24, 2024, 

meeting, and unanimously adopted a motion of support for the staff 

recommendation. 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

• Attachment 1 – Draft FY 2024/25 TFCA Local Expenditure Criteria  

• Attachment 2 – Draft Schedule for FY 2024/25 TFCA Call for Projects 

• Attachment 3 – San Francisco Equity Priority Communities 2021 Map 

• Attachment 4 - Resolution 

• Enclosure – 40 Percent Fund Expenditure Plan Guidance for Fiscal Year 

Ending 2025 
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San Francisco Equity Priority 
Communities 2021

*Supplemental boundaries based on analysis conducted at
block group-level, any block group meeting MTC's Equity Priority
Community definition and contiguous with MTC identified census
tracts are included.

Data source used to identify Communities of Concern: American Community Survey 2014-2018
© 2021, San Francisco County Transportation Authority. Unauthorized reproduction prohibited. This map is for planning purposes only.
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https://www.sfcta.org/policies/equity-priority-communities

Attachment 3

https://www.sfcta.org/policies/equity-priority-communities
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RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2023/24 TRANSPORTATION FUND 

FOR CLEAN AIR LOCAL EXPENDITURE CRITERIA 

WHEREAS, The Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) Program is funded 

by a $4 vehicle registration fee collected by the California Department of Motor 

Vehicles in the nine-county Bay Area and forty percent of the revenues collected are 

available to each county on a return-to-source basis to implement strategies to 

improve air quality by reducing motor vehicle emissions; and 

WHEREAS, The Transportation Authority is the designated Administering 

Agency for the San Francisco TFCA Program; and 

WHEREAS, The passage of Assembly Bill 434 required that the designated 

Administering Agency annually adopt criteria establishing a set of priorities for 

expenditure of funds for certain types of projects; and 

WHEREAS, Drawing on the agency’s past experience as the Administering 

Agency for TFCA, Transportation Authority staff developed the attached draft Fiscal 

Year 2024/25 TFCA Local Expenditure Criteria which are the same as the prior year 

and are consistent with the Air District’s TFCA guidance; and 

WHEREAS, At its January 24, 2024 meeting, the Community Advisory 

Committee considered the staff recommendation and unanimously adopted a 

motion of support for its adoption; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Transportation Authority hereby adopts the attached 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2024/25 TFCA Local Expenditure Criteria; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Director is hereby authorized to communicate 

this information to all relevant agencies and interested parties. 

Attachment 4
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Attachments: 

1. Attachment 1 –TFCA FY 2023/24 Local Expenditure Criteria 
2. Attachment 2 – 2021 San Francisco Equity Priority Communities Map 

Enclosures:  

1. TFCA 40 Percent Fund Expenditure Plan Guidance for Fiscal Year Ending 2025 
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