
Date : 6/22/2021 2:21:48 AM
From : "George Wooding" gswooding@gmail.com
To : "Myrna Melgar" myrna.melgar@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.com"
Gordon.Mar@sfgov.com, "ChanStaff" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : BD062221 Resolution NO.21, Great Hwy. Concepts gerrymandering

Dear Supervisors & RPD and SFMTADirector,

It is clear that concept number three (3), Full closure of the Great Highway
will be the Board’s final selection.

BD062221 RESOLUTION NO. 21-XX Page 1 of 4 RESOLUTION
ADOPTING THE UPPER GREATHIGHWAYCONCEPTS EVALUATION
REPORT [NTIP]

Key Findings and Recommendations of SFCT report. "Full closure
(Concept 3) would provide recreation, wellness and bicycle/pedestrian
network benefits but requires significant improvements to address traffic
and transit impacts from diversions. There is also greater schedule and
delivery risk associated with the unknown site conditions and higher cost of
this option.

SFMTADirector, Jeffrey Tumlin has already stated “that.his number one
goal is to get rid of cars.” If Tumlin really wants to get rid of cars, perhaps
he should fix MUNI rather than close the great highway

Recreation and Park Director, Phil Ginsburg, simply wants more control
over Ocean Beach. Fewer cars means more control for the RPD. veni,
vidi, vici. More control means more activation [read money] for
the RPD

Citizen transparency is a myth in San Francisco These decisions have
already been gerrymandered by Tumlin and Ginsburg:

-One-half of Twin Peaks Blvd has permanently been closed to cars

-The Upper Great Highway is about to be closed to cars

-In San Francisco Golden Gate Park- For two months - a large segment
of JFK Drive in Golden Gate Park— between Crossover Drive to the west
and Kezar Drive to the east— has been closed to cars, as part of an effort
to give pedestrians more room for recreation and safe passage. Ultimately,
cars will never be allowed to return to JFK Drive.
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-An attempt will be made to remove cars from MLK Drive.

Please develop 1) Full transparency on data gathering, 2) Create a clear
and equitable framework for resident outreach and a timeline for future
plans of resident outreach.

George Wooding
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:00:21 AM
From : "'Claudia A. Villena' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Comment in Support of the Great Walkway - Concept 3 - Full
Promenade

Hello Dear SF Supervisors,

I am resident of the Outer Sunset and a homeowner at 45th and Lawton;
three short blocks from the Great Highway. I fully support its permanent
closure to allow for full use by cyclist and pedestrians for recreation and
commuting and to address climate change/sea level rise.

The closing of the great highway has enlivened our community and helped
small businesses thrive. It's been wonderful to see friends and family from
all over San Francisco come to our neighborhood to walk, ride, or skate. To
see a beautiful sunset up close. The Great Walkway has also brought art,
and civic & political engagement to our otherwise quiet commuter
community. It has made us feel more like part of a thriving city.

I have been witness to the traffic situation and while it is visible - and should
be addressed- on Chain of Lakes and at Lincoln @ Great Highway, the
traffic on the lower great highway has been exaggerated by opponents. I
cross the Lower Great highway daily and I have not experienced any
problems or seen any big issues.

Last but not least, my dog was hit by a car on the great highway, he lost a
front leg but lived a long live as a tripod. And my neighbor's dog died as a
result of getting hit by a car on the great highway. We are not irresponsible
owners but accidents with pets do happen. San Francisco is a dog town
and the Great Walkway benefits safety for our pets too!

Thank you,
Claudia A. Villena
3932 Lawton Street, SF,CA 94122
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:10:17 PM
From : "S Garrett" shigar16@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Comments for 6/22/2021 10am SFCTAMeeting Regarding Pilot
Program for Great Highway
I am a resident of the Outer Parkside requesting you NOT approve the proposal of a 2 year Pilot
Program to keep the Upper Great Highway car-free.

Please re-evaluate how the closure of the Upper Great Highway was deceitfully placed into a scheme
of the parks takeover of an area that had already accommodated all forms of transportation (vehicular,
bicycle and pedestrian) and recreational pleasures (walkways and beach). Please also take into
consideration that the data D4 Mobility study survey is not a fair representation of true numbers as it
was not widely advertised (distribution and translation for the multi ethnicity of residents in both the
Sunset and Richmond districts). Many residents have been anticipating the re-opening of the Upper
Great Highway as it was proposed as a TEMPORARY solution for safe social distancing - NOT a
permanent closure.

For the safety of the residential streets, I feel the Upper Great Highway keeps the traffic flow off the
residential streets - the less cars on residential streets, the safer it is (especially with the added stop
signs and speed humps). I also feel the 'safe streets' is not needed if you keep the traffic flow on the
Great Highway. I also feel closing off specific streets for residents to play on is not necessary. Let's
keep local playgrounds well maintained for kids to play. All streets are for traffic. There is no
explanation of why one street should be restricted when all streets should be open to all traffic and
sidewalks for pedestrians. From my observation the slow streets are usually empty of bikes and people.
We all pay our city taxes for the purpose of usage of public streets.

In the case of a disaster, the Upper Great Highway is an Evacuation route. Will the folks in the
Richmond District be subjected to added chaos if/when they are required to evacuate their homes?
Keeping the Great Highway open to traffic will avoid confusion for all citizens in the event of a
catastrophe. When there is a big event in Golden Gate Park, what route are all the attendees going to
use? The Upper Great Highway does get congested on those days as well as sunny days, but it is
keeping a lot of unnecessary traffic off the residential streets (which are inundated with parking
seekers).

For the air quality and road maintenance, it also seems practical to keep traffic off the residential
streets. The stop and go for motorized vehicles (especially the big rig delivery trucks) only creates
more exhaust and noise in the residential streets. Also, added fuel costs should not burden the working
class who need to commute to work (which in many cases has added unnecessary time in travel).

For the well being of our beautiful Golden Gate Park, keeping the traffic from flowing through the
Chain of Lakes, and MLK Drive is very important. The Richmond District residents are most impacted
with their commutes. Some have said adding time to commutes should be a necessary sacrifice. The
working class folks are people too, and time is important to all who work and play. Business owners
who travel from San Mateo County are affected by the added time and effort to get to the Richmond
District.

The two mile Upper Great Highway was renovated in the early 1980s. It creates a barrier for the
homes on the lower Great Highway from sand and sea. With the free for all access to the beach, the
dunes and median are being trampled. Has anyone given any consideration of the impact this will have
on the protection of the snowy plover and the dunes (folks walking up and down the Oceanside dunes
are certainly causing unnecessary erosion. Please also note that there are two walking paths on both
sides of the Great Highway. If folks want to see the sun set, there are entrances at every light with
signage to show the dangers and protections of the natural environment.

The temporary closing of the Upper Great Highway for the purpose of safe distancing was a way to
allow folks to get out during the covid pandemic. It has now ended and the usage has diminished.
Those who want it to remain car free have taken advantage of it's purpose. Folks want to return to
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normalcy. For those who are back to work would like that normalcy to include a convenient commute.
For the residents, it would be nice to have unnecessary traffic off our streets.

The Upper Great Highway has been closed for well over a year. It's time to open it back up for it's
intended purpose. Start data on how re-opening it is with the speed bumps and stop signs in place.
Give us a plan with data after a year of back to normal (remember that we were told the closure was
temporary-if seems the residents have been taken advantage of with a bait and switch). Close the Great
Highway on Sundays - just as it was done along JFK for so many years.

I would also point out that it has been said that tourism is a reason to keep the UGH car free. If San
Francisco is serious about tourism, please do something about the crime first. With the assaults,
vandalism, car thefts, smash and grabs, home thefts, etc, no one will be visiting San Francisco until it's
safe. Let's focus on cleaning up our streets of crime and homelessness. Recent news has our city's
reputation as a place where no one wants to visit. I had a friend call in earlier in the year to ask me if
it is true, as her sister wants to visit. I said we have always had problems, but SF is a beautiful city to
visit. I don't' feel it is safe to visit at this time. Please make our city's safety a top priority.

I learned to drive in the Richmond District in the early 1970s. I feel I am a considerate driver and have
no problem sharing the road. There seems to be a sense that drivers are bad and should have no right to
drive on our city streets. We are slowly being stripped of our freedom of driving safely and
conveniently through our city. Driving is my independence. It allows me to feel safe and in control of
where I go. The city has boasted it's parkland and walkability. Drivability should be taken into account
also.

I hope you will not make a hasty decision. Thank you for your time.

S Garrett
Outer Sunset Resident

Sent from my iPad

5



Date : 6/22/2021 6:27:24 AM
From : "AT&TYAHOO!MAIL SERVICE" kaaren25@att.net
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : District 4

Hello:

Please stop the delays and foolishness - open the GREATHIGHWAY.

We have enough open space for walkers and need to maintain our emergency routes.

I am a 4th generation native and my children are related to the last Spanish governor -- we
are SF.

Please open as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Kaaren Alvarado
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Date : 6/22/2021 1:35:04 AM
From : "Nira Wong" nirawong3@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Fwd: REOPEN THE GREATHIGHWAY

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Nira Wong <nirawong3@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 22, 2021, 1:28 AM
Subject: Re: REOPEN THE GREATHIGHWAY
To: <mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org>, MTABoard@SFMTA.com
<MTABoard@sfmta.com>, <recpark.commission@sfgov.org>, <rec-
greathighway@sfgov.org>, <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>,
<tom.maguire@sfmta.com>, <GreatHighway@sfmta.com>,
<dennis.kern@sfgov.org>, <chanstaff@sfgov.org>, <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>,
<board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>, <dean.preston@sfgov.org>,
<matt.haney@sfgov.org>, <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>,
<hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>, <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>,
<Melgarstaff@sfgov.org>, <connie@conniechansf.com>,
<mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org>

As a senior living in the Richmond District who

doesn’t drive, I often rely on my son who lives

on the other side of the park. The closure of

the Great Highway has now extended a once

quick and simple trip from his house to mine to

a 45-minute journey—an hour and a half

roundtrip. When my husband was in palliative

care at the VA Hospital, it was comforting that

he was able to be by my side in 15 minutes

when my husband passed. The closure and

shelter in place caused by Covid made visiting

impossible. Now that the City has opened up,

closure of the Great Highway continues to

obstruct and limit opportunities for quick visits

within his busy schedule.
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I support opening the Great Highway and urge

you to do so!

Sincerely,

Nira Wong
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:12:49 AM
From : "James Nicholson" jamesd13@pacbell.net
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Fwd: Reopen the great highway

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: James Nicholson <jamesd13@pacbell.net>
Date: June 21, 2021 at 4:41:05 PM PDT
To: clerk@sftca.org
Subject: Reopen the great highway

Dear clerk, I live on 45th. Ave. and Judah st. I have 4 kids that use
these streets to bike etc. Traffic has increased on my block. I now
have minibuses and commuter vans coming up and down my street. I
am very concerned about the cars that are being directed onto 45th ave.
With the city reopening it is going to get much worse..My family has
used the closed Great Highway about 5 times since it closed but only
on the weekends. Good idea at the time, but its time to re open! It
comes down to safety for my family.. Come hang out on 45th.you’ll
see. Compromise. Open Mon.-Fri. Closed on weekends!
Thank you, James Nicholson
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Date : 6/22/2021 6:50:34 AM
From : "'Elaine BROWN' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : GHY

Dear Members of the Board:
Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not
approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the next
2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number of
people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents
in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our
"Open the Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Elaine Breen-Brown

Sent from my iPhone
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:48:13 PM
From : "Bonnie Fimbres sfonurse@sbcglo" sfonurse@sbcglobal.net
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway
Simply stated: I am in favor of reopening the Great Highway, and opposed to the 2
year pilot program to keep it closed.
Thank you, Bonnie Fimbres

Sent from AT&TYahooMail on Android
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:03:27 PM
From : "'Nancy Leahy' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway

Sent from my iPad
Having lived in the Richmond area of the city since 1978 (over 40 years) I have seen and been part of
the changes in the traffic situation.
I have seen in first person the toll on the closure of the Great Highway. Traffic has been shifted to
many side streets resulting in long times getting from the Richmond area anywhere south. Most of the
daytime hours as I'm traveling south to shop, there are very few people taking advantage of the open
Great Highway for biking or walking.
I understand that during the first year of the pandemic the need for the citizens to have ample room to
recreate in an open and safe area.
But now I have seen the dreadful traffic situation that these closures have caused.
The closure of the majority of the roads in Golden Gate Park adds to traffic being shifted to the
Avenues.
Between the closures of some streets for 'slow streets' AND the Great Highway closure there has been
a nightmare of traffic backup on all the side streets. The other day The traffic on California was backed
up almost to 25th Ave, waiting to get onto Park Presidio.
It's no longer safe to walk in the Richmond District.
Please reopen the Great Highway to make it safe FOR ALL!!!
Thank you
Nancy Leahy
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:55:04 PM
From : "'Brian Reyes' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway Album
Attachment : Great Highway Report_Album NO Names Listed.pdf;

Towhom it may concern:

Please include as part of your attachments for public comment to tomorrow's 6/22
meeting with the board regarding agenda item 11 hearing of the Great Highway
Concepts Evaluation Final Report

Best,

Brian Reyes
Great Highway (Great Walkway) Park Initiative
brian@greathighwaypark.com
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Let’s make the 
Upper Great Highway 
car-free forever.
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Dear City Leaders,

Enclosed you will find some photos that try to capture a bit of what a car-free 
Great Highway means to the thousands of people who use it every day. 

We need a San Francisco with significant healthy, safe, equitable spaces for all 
of us to connect with nature and each other. 

We need a San Francisco that is climate-friendly and child-friendly.

A car-free Great Highway forever embodies the direction our great city must 
move boldly and quickly. 

Thank you.

The Great Highway Park Initiative
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I come here three to four times a week. I go for runs, I walk the dog…  
Sometimes I’ll just listen to a podcast and walk it. We don’t really need this  

road for cars. People need to be outside more. This has given them the 
opportunity to do so. You see so many more people... Old people, 

younger people. It’s bringing happiness to everyone’s lives, 
and that’s not going to stop after the pandemic.

- Ali
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It being closed to cars is such a benefit to so many… it’s essentially  
now an extension of Golden Gate Park. We’re local down the street,

so we’re here about five times a week.  
- Kevin & Kim
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I think it’s really great for people in the neighborhood to relax when 
they’re here, rather than a bunch of cars speeding up and down. 

- Bianka & Sabrine
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I try and come out as often as I can… basically every day. 
I view it as a sanctuary and release. 

- Nick
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We are here usually three times a week. It’s reminded me of why 
I love this city during a time when the city doesn’t exactly feel like the city. 

This has confirmed San Francisco as one of the very best places to live. 
- Matt, Tiffany & Sloane
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I would like the cars never to return! I do drive, I have a car… 
but this is so great. I’m here every day except Sunday. 

- Kevin
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I see the opportunity for this space to be one of the beacons
of building back better post-pandemic, with a new focus on

environment and recreation. This should have never been a vehicle
roadway in the first place. Let’s make it a “great”  

place for friends and views and fun! 
- Shayla & Family
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My friends and I usually go to Great Highway around 2-3 times a week.
 We often bike and skateboard while watching the sunset. 

- Sally
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It represents an appreciation for the city, the outdoors, mental health,
and the ability to clear your head with fresh air and sunshine. 

- Brian & Thomas
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It’s really nice to see the neighborhood using this  
space as a communal backyard. 

- Naomi & Jesse
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It would be great if it could stay like this. It’s so inspirational. 
- Janet & Robin
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My family and I use it at least once a day, some days two or three times. 
There is more of a sense of community since the upper 

Great Highway has been closed to vehicles. 
- Cecilia

It makes me feel safer when I am bike riding or roller skating.
 - Cecilia’s daughter
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I grew up on the Great Highway, so I know the 
neighborhood well. This has changed things for the 

better. This is different than anything else. I’m fourth 
generationSan Franciscan, and I think that’s what 

this whole stretch originally was, was all  
The Promenade. We didn’t have anything  

like that for our generation.
- Alexandra, Chris & Charlie
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More than 3,000 
residents have

already signed the 
petition supporting 

a car-free Upper 
Great Highway 

forever. 

And the list 
keeps growing.

29



Climate-friendly
Healthy
Child-friendly
Equitable 
Community-friendly
People-first future

Right now.

A forever car-free  
Great Highway means a

 Santiago Mejia/The Chronicle           seeyacyan via Instagram

alryter via Instagram

Bianca Taylor joshua_w_carter via Instagram
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Since the closure of the Upper Great  
Highway began more than a year ago,  
this safe open recreation space has been 
used in so many diverse ways. 

Imagine how we can use it in the future. 

Learn more at greathighwaypark.com/how

Many thanks to Jason Corning for sharing his portraits for this piece.  
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:37:13 PM
From : "sffoxden via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org
Subject : Great Highway and Golden Gate Park

I wish to voice my opinion that the Great Highway needs to be re-opened to cars.
Additionally, the closure of Golden Gate Park to cars and parking is essentially going to
put the Fine Arts Museums and the Academy of Sciences and the Japanese TeaGarden
out of business. The City can't afford to subsidize these institutions to offset the loss of
visitors who cannot access these institutions conveniently. I've volunteered at the Museum
for about 10 years. During the recent Bouquets to Art, attendance had to be limited due to
Covid. But, in a normal year, both garages and street parking are filled to overflowing.

There has to be a balance between allowing people to use their cars and have affordable
parking to visit these beloved sites, and pedestrians and bicyclists who enjoy not having
traffic. Right now, this is very one-sided.

The only advantage to just allowing parking in the garages is it makes it more convenient
for car thefts.

City government is certainly not listening. With the likely downturn in office space, tourism
is the major hope to keep revenues coming into San Francisco.Closing off streets to traffic
and to tourist sites is very short-sighted.

Maureen Fox
149 6th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94118
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:21:13 AM
From : "Tiffany Holcombe" tnholcombe@sbcglobal.net
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway Closure

Dear Members of the Board:
Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not
approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the next
2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number of
people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents
in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. This closure has greatly impacted our neighborhood in
numerous ways. There is trash strewn everywhere, home and car break ins have
increased, people are speeding down our once quiet street and traffic in our
neighborhood has increased.
Also please note that8,711 people have signed our "Open the Great Highway
petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Tiffany Holcombe
Resident and Voter in District 4
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:50:49 AM
From : "Rosalie Cavallaro" rosaliecavallaro@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway Concepts Evaluation Final Report (Item 11)

The closure of the Great Highway to cars is a bad, misguided idea that has gained
traction because of misinformation and misunderstood goals. The Great Highway
is next to Ocean Beach and already has an elevated walkway for pedestrians and
bikes. It has a bike lane. Most people cannot even see the ocean frommost of the
Great Highway if they are walking it. To compare this to Dolores Park is a cynical
and misleading way of presenting the choice of converting the Highway to a
“walkway” (it is used by bicyclists, but no one is calling it a bike trail). This will not
increase the “open spaces” of San Francisco in a meaningful way.Ocean Beach is
right there and that is an open space. What it does is allow bicyclists to ride side
by side. The elevated walkway has always been large enough to accommodate
pedestrians. This is not a walkway,but a very big bike trail. But bikes already had a
bike lane and were allowed on the elevated walkway.

What closing the Great Highway to cars does is remove one essential route out of
the Richmond District. Without the Great Highway emergency vehicles need to
detour and cannot respond quickly to emergencies on or around Ocean Beach. If
an evacuation is necessary, there is one less route out of the Richmond. The
Richmond has limited routes in and out. Removing one could prove dangerous.

The Great Highwaymoved approximately 20,000 cars a day, far more people than
use it now for recreation. Most of those cars transported people to and from work.
To suggest that those people have a choice of public transportation to jobs on the
peninsula is a lie. When I had to commute south to work, my car broke down
occasionally. The difference in time spent using public transit and driving was
2-1/2 hours a day (4 hours versus 1-1/2 hours). Until this situation is fixed, you will
not be getting cars off the street by closing roads. Youwill only add more commute
time (and therefore pollution and congestion). The Great Highway reduced car
congestion in the Sunset. To “fix” the problem of more cars, “traffic calming”
measures are being implemented. The repeatedmeasures to try to keep cars away
from neighborhood streets by limiting turns, closing streets, and adding speed
humps shows how absurd this plan is. It is more like a game of Whack-a-Mole than
traffic planning. Each solution to a problem causes a new problem with a new
solution that only causes another problem.

There are multiple reasons not to close the Great Highway. I have only named a
few.

Thank you,

Rosalie Cavallaro
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:42:02 PM
From : "David Golden" dgolden@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway Debate

Dear Clerk of SFCTA:

Please share my comments with the SFCTAGoverning Board.

I oppose the total and permanent closure of the Great Highway, and suggest you
look for a compromise solution, such as weekend only closure, or one-way traffic
routing, or perhaps pedestrian "fly-overs" along the route.

My family resides in the Richmond District. We drive daily to the Sunset and back
to take our girl to school, and then to her after school program in the early evening.

The closure of the Great Highway caused substantial traffic jams in Golden Gate
Park, no doubt ruining the ambience for people trying to enjoy the park, and has
diverted a lot of traffic to 19th Avenue and Lincoln. Our entire family is suffering
substantial lost time, probably 2+ hours per week. Why is our time and lifestyle
less important than that of the occasional person bicycling along Great Highway
(which they can easily do on the elevated jogging/bicycling path)? Let's great real,
there is a very large recreational space nearby called the "Golden Gate Park" so
why is it necessary to convert a major thoroughfare into additional park and rec
space?

Regards,

David Golden
370 19th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121
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Date : 6/21/2021 11:17:19 PM
From : "'Judy Goldstein' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway should be opened to cars

The Great Highway needs to be opened to cars, as it was intended. Traffic
in the Sunset has gotten worse and the folks who live near the Great
Highway are inundated with speeding cars, motorcycles etc.

Please keep our residential streets quiet and safe and open the Highway!!
I am a walker and I find plenty of places to walk (the Beach, the path along
the highway, the park) Please do not let a small special interest group
cause a change that will hurt many.

thank you!
Judith Goldstein
Sunset District Resident

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Information contained in this message and
any attachments is intended only for the addressee(s). If you believe that
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return electronic mail, and please delete it without further
review, disclosure, or copying.
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Date : 6/21/2021 11:12:43 PM
From : "'MaryAnne Kaplan' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Great Highway
Dear Clerk of the Transportation Authority,

I am a native San Franciscan now living in Oakland.

I come to the City at least once a week and the Great Highway is essential to free movement
throughout the Sunset and Richmond Districts. The other two throughways are 19th Avenue and
Sunset Boulevard. All three are needed for the amount of traffic/people moving through the area.

Please re-open the Great Highway! And, if you can, put back the Ice plant so the sand doesn’t flow
onto the Highway so easily!

Thank You,

MaryAnne Kaplan
510-273-2488 ofc
510-701-4051 cell
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:39:20 AM
From : "Chris Lambert" chrislambert@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "connie.chan@sfgov.org"
connie.chan@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "gordon.mar@sfgov.org" gordon.mar@sfgov.org,
"dean.preston@sfgov.org" dean.preston@sfgov.org, "Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"
Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "myrna.melgar@sfgov.org"
myrna.melgar@sfgov.org, "rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org"
rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "shamann.walton@sfgov.org"
shamann.walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "kristen@sfbike.org" kristen@sfbike.org,
"phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org" phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org,
"jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org" jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org,
"tilly.chang@sfcta.org" tilly.chang@sfcta.org
Subject : I support a 24/7 closure of the Great Highway!

Dear Chair Mandelman and Commissioners,

As someone who lives in the Richmond District, I am asking the SFCTA to
prioritize car-free space on the Great Highway 24/7. Since April 2020, this space
has become a community hub for art and activism, and welcomes thousands of
people walking, biking, and rolling every day. Our city’s largest contributor of
carbon emissions is transportation, and we have an opportunity to prioritize people-
first space on a corridor already drastically impacted by rising sea levels and
climate change. This permanent closure will help us reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, improve air quality, and make it possible to restore Ocean Beach’s
natural ecosystems to the best of our abilities. As the City starts to reopen, it’s time
we reimagine how we use our streets and plan for the future of SF. Now is the time
to think big and prioritize the Great Highway for people, not cars.

In addition to the Great Highway, I also strongly support maintaining the amazing
web of slow streets we currently have. Biking from mid-Market to the zoo on
almost completely car-free roads is the hallmark of a world-class city.

Chris Lambert
94121
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:16:12 AM
From : "Wendy Park" wspark@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "connie.chan@sfgov.org"
connie.chan@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "gordon.mar@sfgov.org" gordon.mar@sfgov.org,
"dean.preston@sfgov.org" dean.preston@sfgov.org, "Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"
Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "myrna.melgar@sfgov.org"
myrna.melgar@sfgov.org, "rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org"
rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "shamann.walton@sfgov.org"
shamann.walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "kristen@sfbike.org" kristen@sfbike.org,
"phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org" phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org,
"jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org" jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org,
"tilly.chang@sfcta.org" tilly.chang@sfcta.org
Subject : I support a 24/7 closure of the Great Highway

Dear Chair Mandelman and Commissioners,

As a SF resident in District 8, I am asking the SFCTA to prioritize car-free space on
the Great Highway 24/7. Areas next to our beaches and waterfront should be
maximized for public recreational use. The immense popularity of the promenade
shows that San Franciscans crave outdoor car-free spaces near the ocean for biking,
rolling, and walking. The western side of the city should have its own
Embarcadero.

Permanent dedication of the Great Highway to pedestrian and bike use would be a
major step toward rethinking the use of public outdoor spaces and how we might
engineer a greener, safer, and less car intensive city. San Francisco should be a
leader in re-envisioning its streets and transportation system to cut greenhouse gas
pollution, and should prioritize public transit, pedestrians, and bikes. Rapid
transformation and leading by example are critical to avoiding the worst climate
change impacts.

Contrary to the opposition’s claims, a car-free Great Highway doesn’t have to be a
zero sum proposition that hurts workers—commuters and public recreation and the
climate could all benefit with further planning. In a city so geographically small
and with such mild weather, most residents shouldn’t have to rely on cars to get to
work or around the city. The proposal presents an opportunity to also consider how
we might improve transit access and reliability in the Sunset, create safer bike
routes (which this proposal would do), and incentivize carpooling. That many folks
will likely continue working remotely even after the pandemic should also be
considered.

Thank you so much for considering my comments.

Sincerely,
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Wendy Park
District 8, Noe Valley
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:22:17 PM
From : "Olivia Gage Gamboa" oliviagage@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : I support a permanently car-free Great Highway
I am writing to voice my support for a permanently car-free Great Highway. Having this space be car-
free has been a great blessing for our family. It has given us a safe way to get out, be together and get
around. We use the Great Highway to get to school and run errands.

The car-free Great Highway is a wonderful space that has brought the community together. It would be
a tragic mistake to let cars back onto that space when it is actually so much better without them.

Please keep the Great Highway car-free forever!

Sincerely,

Dr Olivia Gamboa
Richmond District

Sent from my iPhone
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:56:16 PM
From : "mimi wu" ms_mimi@hotmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "mayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
mayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org
Subject : Open Great Hwy, please

Dear Clerk and Mayor Breed:

The continued closure of the Great Highway is without a doubt putting lives at risk.
It is reckless that the City is even contemplating doing away with a main artery
between the Sunset and Richmond especially during an emergency,be it medical,
fire or other natural disasters. Prioritizing recreation and bicyclists over human
life, all in an attempt to upset drivers? This thinking is dangerous and defies logic.
How can emergency vehicles quickly get to their destination and help residents
evacuate in the event of a high-magnitude earthquake, a tsunami, or fires tearing
through neighborhoods when we're left with only Sunset Blvd and 19th Ave, which
is constantly clogged with or without construction. SF is becoming less and less of
a world-class City because of bad decisions. If/when a catastrophe befalls the City,
and lives are lost because City leaders got their priorities mixed up, what will you
say then? Open the Great Highway. Safety demands it.
Thanks,
Mimi
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Date : 6/21/2021 11:11:55PM
From : "Karen Ngo" k-ngo@sbcglobal.net
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway

Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not
approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the next
2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number of
people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents
in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our
"Open the Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Karen and Ken Ngo
District 4

Sent from AT&TYahooMail on Android
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:39:57 PM
From : "Matthew Dea" matthew.t.dea@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org"
mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org
Subject : Open The Great Highway

Dear Mayor Breed and Transportation Authority Board,

I am a native San Franciscan and work at SFO. During the normal pre-pandemic
times, I am a regular user of the Great Highway for commuting purposes from the
Richmond District to access Skyline Boulevard and Highway 1 to get to work. I
use this route heavily to avoid the congestion experienced between Crossover Drive
to I-280 and 380.

I am very proud to be living in this city that is resilient and has come a long ways in
the battle against COVID-19. I was grateful to have been temporarily
telecommuting during the pandemic and to have a job during these tough times.
With the city opening up on June 15th and restrictions lifted, I along with many
other people have headed back to the office. I tried using the Great Highway last
week and I was surprised that it is still closed especially since San Francisco is now
open. I tried going along the side streets of the Great Highway as well but they are
also closed for some reason and I am forced to drive more miles and use Sunset
Boulevard and sit through traffic to get to work. The traffic is getting worse and
with more and more people returning back to normal life (both work and leisure), it
will only continue to get worse with more cars on the road.

I strongly oppose keeping the Great Highway closed. The working people of San
Francisco need this.

Matthew Dea
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:23:11 PM
From : "Paria Amini" amini.paria@gmail.com
To : "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway

Dear Mayor Breed and Transportation Authority Board:

I am writing to support the reopening of the Upper Great Highway and rejection of
any proposal of an extension and/or pilot program. This road was closed to vehicles
due to measures created by the COVID-19 pandemic. As the City has reopened to
full capacity this past week and many returning to work, the access created by this
road must be reinstated.

My family depends on this road to get to and from work, as do tens of thousands of
working families. The Great Highway has always had the capacity, and continues
to have the capacity, to support cars, pedestrians, bikes, etc. We have
always shared the road and can continue to do so. Furthermore, this road serves as a
critical path for emergency vehicles, as well as an evacuation route for residents
who live in the surrounding area. For this reason, it would be negligent for the City
to keep the Upper Great Highway closed.

Keeping the Upper Great Highway closed has had a disparate impact on my
neighbors who live directly along it, who have had unsafe conditions created on
their small residential streets. There is no safe way to navigate 18-20K cars who
commute along this road daily. This highway was intended to support this volume
of vehicles, not the small streets around it.

I urge you to please listen to the concerns of your constituents who are having their
safety, livelihoods, and quality of life severely negatively impacted by this closure.
As this City continues to recover from the effects of COVID-19, we need to return
this road back to those workers who depend on it.

Thank you,

Paria
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:42:15 PM
From : "Cynthia Cawthon" cawthon.cynthia.b@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway

Towhom it may concern:

My name is Cynthia Cawthon, and I have lived in the Outer Richmond for 12 years. I
strongly oppose closing the Great Highway as a pilot project. On June 10, I watched the
entire public hearing as well as the one-hour meeting where the SFMTAand Rec and Park
commissioners discussed the public comments.

Many San Francisco residents are jaded and distrustful of our city government and its
officials. This meeting provided even more reason to feel that way.While the initial
closure of the Great Highway was touted as an “emergencymeasure” in response to the
pandemic, the bike coalition, environmentalists, and other anti-car proponents intend to
take advantage of the opportunity for a land grab in the guise of a 2-year pilot project.

First, the information on how to watch the meeting was erroneous. I had previously sent
an email to Rec and Park and was notified that the meeting would be televised on the
SF.govpublic channel. I tuned in at 1:00p and there was no broadcast. At 1:45p, Ashley
Summers sent an email providing the correct way to tune into the meeting. While
probably unintentional, I would not have been able to watch the meeting unless I received
the clarification message. I wonder how many other citizens missed this meeting due to
the incorrect notification details.

Second, the presentation itself was heavily biased toward implementing the pilot project.
The only photos displayed were of the Great Highway packed with bikers, pedestrians, and
protesters. I live within walking distance, and frequently walk, bike, or drive past the area.
More often than not, the Highway is nearly empty and covered with sand. There were no
slides of the gridlock on Chain of Lakes, increased traffic on Lincoln and Outer avenues,
the congestion on Lincoln all the way to Sunset, or mention of the resulting pollution from
cars idling in line while crossing the park. Furthermore, page 4 of the slide presentation
incorrectly identified the areas in the western part of the city. Sutro Heights Park was
mislabeled as Lands End, and Lands End was mislabeled as the Presidio. While these are
small details, it does not inspire confidence in the results of the study when its authors
cannot correctly identify the geographic areas which are most affected by the pilot
proposal.

Third, the final one-hour discussion among the supervisors was similarly biased, and most
members were unabashedly pro-closure. This obvious display of subjectivity underscored
the idea that the pilot project was a done deal, and this hearing was a dog and pony show
to appease the public and meet procedural requirements. The only speaker who appeared
objective was Eric McDonnell—he advocated defining clear parameters of how the
success of the pilot would be evaluated and transparency of the process. Larry Mazzola
clearly opposed the closure, but all the others had obviously already made up their mind.
The majority presumed implementation of the pilot and the commentary was
paternalistic “nobody wants change,” downright condescending “keeping the highway
partially open on weekdays and closed on the weekends would be too confusing to the
public,” or insulting, “traffic in this part of city is not nearly as bad relative to other parts
of the city.”When did the definition of equity become “make traffic equally bad in all
areas of the city?” The majority also kept referencing a pro-closure survey which was
completely skewed, yet completely ignored the thousands of residents who signed a
change.org petition opposing the closure. The survey was not publicly advertised, and was
comprised only of people who knew about the survey and chose to participate online.
One commissioner even commented that those types of surveys are “not helpful.” Yet,
that study was continually cited as overwhelming support for 24-7 closure.

46

http://change.org


Finally, the proposed closure defies common sense. At no time did any commissioner
discuss the costs of the proposed closure and mitigation efforts. All of the discussion was
focused on implementing the pilot to see how we can mitigate the resulting traffic. Why
should we spend millions of dollars studying mitigation to traffic which can be resolved by
just reopening an existing road? I also naively thought the decision had not been made
when I tuned in to watch and make a public comment. Furthermore, why is the existing
recreational space: 3 miles of Golden Gate Park, the adjacent paved trail next to the
highway,and the miles of beach insufficient for recreation? Instead, the pro-closure
narrative was about global warming, the idyllic nature of the beach, accessibility thereof
to the disabled, and San Francisco’s chance to become a world leader in environmentalism
while vilifying those of us who have the audacity to drive a car.

This issue is clearly controversial, and undoubtedly, some people will be unhappy with the
decision. However, I would be much more at peace with a road closure if I felt that the
decision-making process was fair.The June 10 meeting did not alleviate my concerns
about fairness. If there was an unbiased third party who evaluated the data as several
callers suggested, then closure would be more palatable. As it stands now,many of the
Outer Richmond residents feel bamboozled by our city leaders and that the emergency
closure was a pretext for keeping the road closed permanently. Hopefully, tomorrow’s
meeting with the SFCTAwill be more objective, less shady, and renew our faith in our city
leadership.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Cawthon
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:40:07 PM
From : "G Choy" pixchoy@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open The Great Highway

Please reopen this important thoroughfare for vehicle traffic. Current traffic is
traveling on the residential side streets causing more dangerous interactions
between pedestrians and cars on normally quiet residential streets of the Sunset.
The re-opening would alleviate the endless congestion of everyday citizens
trying to cross Golden Gate Park between the Richmond and Sunset districts in our
city.

As we reopen our economy, we're seeing less and less usefulness of this highway
for just recreational pedestrian use. As a resident of the Sunset who has to travel to
the Richmond regularly in order to help my elderly parents with groceries and
assistance in general, it has been a nightmare. They have mobility issues and
difficulty getting to their stores.

Thank you for your consideration.

Gerald Choy

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:26:08 PM
From : "Craig Hanson" fishingcraig@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway

Dear Members of the Board:

The Great Highway and roads in Golden Gate Park must be open! The “ temporary
closure” has turned into a sham and a bait and switch by Sup. Mar,MTA, Park &
Rec, Bd of Supes and everyone else passing the buck on who is responsible.

Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not
approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the next
2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number of
people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents
in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711people have signed our
"Open the Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Craig Hanson
4th generation SF and Voter in District 4

49



Date : 6/21/2021 9:01:23 PM
From : "Another Goodguy" anothergoodguy665@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : OPEN THE GREATHIGHWAY

This is a highway and not a park. There are many parks in SF and right next door
is Golden Gate Park, huge enough for everyone.
You are crowding cars on streets that can't handle them and many residents don't
want them. If you don't want cars rhen barricade all streets coming into the City
and prohibit all parking in the city.

M. Rand
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:26:31 PM
From : "Sarah Murphy" csbmurphy@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway Please

Please do not approve this final study. The health and safety of thousands of
residents in the Sunset is at risk. Data supporting the closure has been acquired
not during normal traffic times, but during the pandemic which renders it moot
and useless.

Also, please do not approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH
closed for the next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively
small number of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the
week. Please remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and
the residents in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when
making your decisions on these matters. Also please note that thousands
of people have signed our "Open the Great Highway" petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Sarah Murphy
Resident and Voter in District 4
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Date : 6/22/2021 1:29:57 AM
From : "Gabriela Strand" gabrielastrand@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway to VehicularTraffic

Dear Mayor Breed, Supervisor Stefani and members of the

Board of Supervisors,

I urge you to re-open the Great Highway to vehicular traffic and

abandon the two-year pilot project proposal as it is completely

unnecessary. I am a native San Franciscan and live in District 2.

I am a member of the Bicycle Coalition, with a disability. I

regularly drive on the Great Highway to get across the City.

Due to physical therapy, I will not be able to participate in the

June 22 hearing concerning the Upper Great Highway, so here

are the reasons why I believe it should be reopened to vehicular

traffic. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best regards,

Gabriela Strand Bruce

Usage & Impact: MTA’s Great Highway Concepts Evaluation

Report states that per week 26,400 pedestrians and bicyclists

used the Great Highway during the temporary vehicular closure.

Prior to the closure,18,000 vehicle drivers per day used the Great

Highway. To compare apples to apples, these figures need to be

annualized.

26,400 * 52 weeks = 1,372,800

18,000 * 365 days = 6,570,000

You can see that a great many more people use the Great

Highway in vehicles, than on bicycles or as pedestrians. These

18,000 people per day trying to make it across the City are

trying to get to the VA, Stonestown, SFSU, the Pomeroy Center,

Fort Funston, Lake Merced, the Zoo, Serramonte, Safeway, the
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Airport, the soccer fields, the Olympic Club, Harding Park, Lowell,

Lincoln, and many other schools, parks and shopping centers.

We are coming from all over the City, not just the Sunset and

Richmond Districts.

Public Safety & Traffic Congestion: Pushes traffic to residential

streets endangering children and everyone else who walks. Not

to mention the potential to increase traffic accidents between

cars and other modes of transportation.

Closure of the Upper Great Highway has already led to traffic

congestion on Lincoln Way, Sunset Boulevard, Chain of Lakes

(Golden Gate Park), Crossover and 19th Avenue, which will only

be exacerbated as traffic returns to pre-Pandemic levels.

Outside Lands, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, Bay to Breakers and

other large-scale events held in Golden Gate Park will only

worsen traffic conditions on residential streets, leading to more

accidents.

San Francisco is not an island, so we must make decisions

recognizing that many drivers are using our streets to go from

Marin County to San Mateo County and points North and South.

They are, by necessity, in cars, not on bicycles.

Poor Planning/Timing: Closing a major North/South Artery while

19th Avenue, the major North/South Artery will be under

construction for at least three years seems to be poor planning.

19th Avenue already has daily traffic of 76,500 vehicles. I do not

see how it can absorb an additional 18,000 vehicles.

Unnecessary due to Existing Bike Path from Fort Funston to Cliff

House and Plethora of Green Space and Recreational Activity in

this Part of the City: There is already an existing

bicycle/footpath, not to mention the beach itself which extends

from Fort Funston to the Cliff House. If that path needs

improvement or expansion, then that is where the focus should

be.
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I support the general idea of adding additional recreational areas

to San Francisco and believe it is a laudable goal, but this

particular project is unnecessary. This part of San Francisco is

fortunate to already have many parks and public recreation

areas. We are fortunate to have Golden Gate Park, Stern Grove,

Lake Merced, the bike paths along Sunset Boulevard, and many,

many local playgrounds.

The MTA and Park & Rec should focus their work on improving

parts of San Francisco that are lacking recreational access

instead of this divisive project.

MUNI is not fully operational: Due to the Pandemic, MUNI is not

fully operational, so to expect people to take MUNI instead of

driving is unrealistic.

Citywide Issue, Not a Neighborhood Issue: For some reason,
only neighbors were surveyed regarding the closure of the Great
Highway as if they are the only people affected by the closure of
a highway. I live in the Marina District and use the Great
Highway frequently to get across town. As someone pointed out
to me, residents of the Marina do not get to say, “let’s close
Marina Boulevard or Lombard to cars so that I can walk and bike
on it and since I live the closest, I get the most say”. Especially
since Marina Boulevard is right next to the Marina Green and
walking paths, just like the Great Highway is next to a walking
path and beach. We also would not close down Sunset
Boulevard so that people who lived nearby could use it for
walking and biking. No, we would keep it open as a major
thoroughfare.

Evacuation / Escape route out of City: In the event of an

earthquake or other emergency, the Great Highway is the main

evacuation route to escape the neighborhood.

Gabriela Strand Bruce
cell: 415-302-6536
gabrielastrand@gmail.com
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:55:29 PM
From : "'Jim Petrini' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Great Highway!
Dear Clerk, my comments:
Open the Great Highway to vehicle traffic! There is already an open path for pedestrians and

bicycles on the side. Also, there is La Playa. Also, the beach itself is wide open! These give plenty of
options for pedestrians, bikers, and scooters. And, there is a huge beautiful park a stone’s throw away
for them, too!
Leaving the Great Highway closed would be an injustice to the residents of the outer avenues. I

repeat, it’s an INJUSTICE to dump all of that traffic on the streets where these residents LIVE. Do the
right thing, Stop the nonsense, and Open the Great Highway to vehicle traffic.

Jim Petrini, middle Sunset resident

Sent from my iPhone
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:45:39 AM
From : "Evan O'Reilly" evan.albert.oreilly@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open The Great Highway

As Supervisor Matt Haney recently said, “There is no reason someone walking
down streets in our city should have to fear for their life.” Unfortunately, as
someone who regularly walks and runs with my toddler in San Francisco, we have
nearly been hit numerous times.

I say this because this body should know how dangerous the intersection at
Lincoln and Great Highway has become. On a recent afternoon, it was rare to see
any car come to a complete stop. Likewise walkers, runners, and bikers streamed
across the crosswalks while impatient cars tried to move around them. Sadly, it is
only a matter of time before this intersection leads to another preventable tragedy.

There is a very easy solution. Open the Great Highway to the tens of thousands of
cars that daily used it as a thoroughfare in San Francisco. Pedestrians, like
myself, still have the beautiful trail that runs exactly adjacent to the Great Highway
and accommodated so many of us wonderfully for all of those years prior to The
Great Highway closing. Or for those who may want more space: the sands of
Ocean Beach are also accommodating.

I am someone who supports closing streets for pedestrians, but only when it can
be done safely because easy alternatives exist nearby. I love to run on Cabrillo
with my daughter because cars have easy options directly adjacent on Fulton or
Balboa. The Great Highway does not meet those basic qualifications. Cars are
told to take Sunset Ave instead; however, just a few minutes watching cars after
their left on Lincoln Ave., and it is easy to see that few, if any, use that alternate
route. Instead, most of the cars take dangerous right turns onto the neighborhood
streets.

It may be safe to close The Great Highway on Sundays or other days if police
officers were present to control traffic at these potentially deadly intersections.
Ultimately, it is simply unsafe to close a highway. This is not a little used
neighborhood street. It is a major thoroughfare to those of us who live on the
Westside of San Francisco. I beg this body to reverse this dangerous decision
and open the Great Highway before another pedestrian is harmed on San
Francisco’s streets.

Sincerely,
Evan O'Reilly
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Date : 6/21/2021 11:43:02 PM
From : "Joanne Di Giorgio" kdm26@att.net
To : "mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org"mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Open the Upper Great Highway

In advance of the hearing tomorrow, June 22, 2021, with the Board of Supervisors and the
San Francisco County Transportation Authority, I am sending this email to voice my support
for OPENING the Upper Great Highway. The Upper Great Hwy is an important thoroughfare
for the western side of the city. Currently it is aggravating to even get to Sunset Blvd from the
Richmond side or to the Richmond side from the Sunset side because so many roads are
closed in and around Golden Gate park and the outer avenues. The closure of Martin Luther
King and 41st Avenue on the Sunset side has created ridiculous traffic jams on 41st/Chain of
Lakes at various times each day but is especially horrendous on nice weekends. This is a
result of many more cars traveling this route because the Great Highway is closed.

The reason for the closure - COVID distancing - is less of a concern with so many SF
residents being vaccinated, so it is time to open up the road. There is far more activity on the
roads now compared to a year ago and traffic is getting worse. The city is opening up to
tourists and the warm inland temperatures are bringing folks from outside the city to the
cooler beaches in SF. The upcoming Hardly Strictly and Outside Lands concerts in Golden
Gate Park will bring thousands of additional cars through the outer Sunset and Richmond
avenues, creating additional traffic, pollution, and potentially safety concerns. Just as
important, the Upper Great Highway has bike lanes and a multi-use path which can easily
accommodate the demand. There is plenty of beach for maintaining social distancing too.
There is no need to block the highway to cars. This closure is really hard on residents,
workers, and families.

Thank you for listening.

Joanne DiGiorgio
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:47:20 AM
From : "Julia Lieberman" julialieberman@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Opening Great Highway
Hello,
I am a longtime San Francisco resident and have lived in the outer Richmond for many years. Since
the Great Highway has been closed, traffic and safety have become huge issues. The corner of Lincoln
and Great Highway is extremely dangerous with cars turning from every lane, pedestrians and bikes
trying to cross and no lights or traffic officers to help control the situation. Cars try to turn on all the
parallel streets and find those closed as well and sometimes turn illegally anyway. This makes all the
frontage roads busy and crazy as well. Cars then have to go all the way to Sunset or 19th, causing
much worse traffic on those streets now.

I understand wanting a place for bikes and walkers but there are much better alternatives than keeping
the Great Highway closed all the time. First, there is already a sidewalk along it that is perfect for
walking and biking. Another alternative is to close the frontage road so that traffic is not so negatively
impacted. Another solution would be to close the Great Highway on the weekends but keep it open on
weekdays to help with commuter traffic.

Please consider the safety and traffic implications of keeping the Great Highway closed. It needs to be
reopened.

Thank you,
Julia Lieberman
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:19:55 PM
From : "Judi Gorski" judigorski@gmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"MTABoard@sfmta.com"MTABoard@sfmta.com,
"phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org" phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org,
"MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org,
"Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "catherine.stefani@sfgov.org"
catherine.stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "gordon.mar@sfgov.org" gordon.mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "melgarstaff@sfgov.org"
melgarstaff@sfgov.org, "mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org"
mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org,
"Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org" Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org,
"info@openthegreathighway.com" info@openthegreathighway.com
Subject : Opposition to the 2 YearPilot Program for the Great Highway
Dear Supervisors & Commissioners,

The pandemic has affected us all in countless ways. As our city was shut down, so was the Great
Highway. This has negatively impacted residents of SF as well as people from outside of SF who need
and use the Great Highway.We've been dealing with traffic, unsafe driving conditions, increased
emissions, cars cutting though on Sunset Streets, bottlenecks and gridlock, blocked a vital emergency
route in and out of SF, and many other issues.

Furthermore, we know those 18,000 to 20,000 cars are not going away: the studies and facts show this.
What we need is for the Great Highway to be open, so that our Sunset Streets are safe once again. I
join Open the Great Highway, as well as Concerned Residents of the Richmond, Concerned Residents
of the Sunset, and Outer Sunset Safer Streets in urging you to Open the Great Highway as soon as
possible. The SFCTA's survey showed that about 53% total of residents supported the closed Great
Highway as a promenade, while only 52% of Sunset residents support this concept, and even less from
the Richmond District. The total number is barely more than half, and we feel confident if the same
survey were fairly and evenly distributed today, the number supporting a full re-opening would be
much higher.

We've been dealing with the negative impacts of the Great Highway closure for the past year and half,
we do not need a "pilot program" to tell us what we already know: this is not working. It's time to re-
open the Great Highway. As our city opens up, it makes the most sense to un-block this vital roadway
and restore peace, safety, and access to San Francisco via the Great Highway.

Thank you.

Judi Gorski
Member of Concerned Residents of the Sunset, Member of Open the Great Highway, D4 resident
directly negatively impacted by this closure
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:06:44 PM
From : "Davis Leong" davis_leong@hotmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "info@openthegreathighway.com"
info@openthegreathighway.com
Subject : Opposition to the 2 YearPilot Program for the Great Highway

Dear Supervisors & Commissioners,

It seems very premature to try to change anything when the schools are no longer in
session and the pandemic is still upon us. The traffic that will result from all of these
experiments (the last 14 months have already been an experiment) is not something that
will just magically disappear when the city re-opens. I urge you Supervisors and
Commissioners to remember that many of the taxes that fund our city are from the
employment that exists in our city and adding congestion is not in anyone’sbest interests
– it adds to global warming when we have cars idling unnecessarily.

The pandemic has affected us all in countless ways. As our city was shut down, so was the
Great Highway.This has negatively impacted residents of SF as well as people from
outside of SF who need and use the Great Highway.We've been dealing with traffic,
unsafe driving conditions, increased emissions, cars cutting though on Sunset Streets,
bottlenecks and gridlock, blocked a vital emergency route in and out of SF, and many
other issues.

Furthermore, we know those 18,000 to 20,000 cars are not going away: the studies and
facts show this. What we need is for the Great Highway to be open, so that our Sunset
Streets are safe once again. I join Open the Great Highway,as well as Concerned Residents
of the Richmond, Concerned Residents of the Sunset, and Outer Sunset Safer Streets in
urging you to Open the Great Highway as soon as possible. The SFCTA's survey showed
that about 53% total of residents supported the closed Great Highway as a promenade,
while only 52% of Sunset residents support this concept, and even less from the
Richmond District.
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:43:24 PM
From : "'Rosalie Cavallaro' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Opposition to the 2 YearPilot Program for the Great Highway

Dear Supervisors & Commissioners, The pandemic has affected us all in countless ways. As
our city was shut down, so was the Great Highway. This has negatively impacted residents of
SF as well as people from outside of SF who need and use the Great Highway. We've been
dealing with traffic, unsafe driving conditions, increased emissions, cars cutting though on
Sunset Streets, bottlenecks and gridlock, blocked a vital emergency route in and out of SF,
and many other issues. Furthermore, we know those 18,000 to 20,000 cars are not going
away: the studies and facts show this. What we need is for the Great Highway to be open, so
that our Sunset Streets are safe once again. I join Open the Great Highway, as well as
Concerned Residents of the Richmond, Concerned Residents of the Sunset, and Outer
Sunset Safer Streets in urging you to Open the Great Highway as soon as possible. The
SFCTA's survey showed that about 53% total of residents supported the closed Great
Highway as a promenade, while only 52% of Sunset residents support this concept, and even
less from the Richmond District. The total number is barely more than half, and we feel
confident if the same survey were fairly and evenly distributed today, the number supporting
a full re-opening would be much higher. We've been dealing with the negative impacts of the
Great Highway closure for the past year and half, we do not need a "pilot program" to tell us
what we already know: this is not working. It's time to re-open the Great Highway. As our city
opens up, it makes the most sense to un-block this vital roadway and restore peace, safety,
and access to San Francisco via the Great Highway.

Thank you.

Rosalie Cavallaro
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Date : 6/22/2021 1:11:06 AM
From : "Leslie Ferguson" lesferguson@hotmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "info@openthegreathighway.com"
info@openthegreathighway.com
Subject : Opposition to the 2 YearPilot Program for the Great Highway

Dear Supervisors & Commissioners,

The pandemic has affected us all in countless ways. As our city was shut down, so was the Great Highway.
This has negatively impacted residents of SF as well as people from outside of SF who need and use the Great
Highway. We've been dealing with traffic, unsafe driving conditions, increased emissions, cars and
motorcycles cutting recklessly though Sunset Streets, bottlenecks and gridlock, and a vital emergency route in
and out of SF being blocked.

Furthermore, we know those 18,000 to 20,000 cars are not going away: the studies and facts show this. What
we need is for the Great Highway to be open, so that our Sunset Streets are safe once again. I join Open the
Great Highway, as well as Concerned Residents of the Richmond, Concerned Residents of the Sunset, and
Outer Sunset Safer Streets in urging you to Open the Great Highway as soon as possible. The SFCTA's survey
showed that about 53% of residents citywide supported keeping the Great Highway closed as a promenade,
while only 52% of Sunset residents support this concept, and even less from the Richmond District. The total
number is barely more than half, and we feel that if the same survey were fairly and evenly distributed today,
the number supporting a full re-opening would be much higher.

We Sunset residents in particular have been suffering the negative impacts of the Great Highway closure for
the past year and half. We do not need a "pilot program" to tell us what we already know: this is not working.
It's time to re-open the Great Highway. As our city opens up, it makes the most sense to un-block this vital
roadway and restore peace, safety, and access to San Francisco via the Great Highway. (Instead of 20 to 30
Rally cars or 20 or-so Motorcycles roaring down 48th Avenue without stoping at the STOP sign).

Thank you,
Leslie D. Ferguson & Durinda Coursey
1573 48th Avenue, #2
S.F., CA 94122
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Date : 6/22/2021 4:45:48 AM
From : "Catherine Wenzler" acwenzler@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Pilot program
Hello,
I am writing to express my deep dismay at the idea of a pilot program to keep the great highway
closed. The surveys and data that you’re using are completely inaccurate and I believe are being used
to push through an agenda that does not best serve the residents of the Richmond and sunset districts.
Many of us have called in explaining this and the parks and rec department, the SFCTA, and the
SFMTA are unwilling to take responsibility for their almost criminal push to close the highway. Let me
be clear. Phil Ginsburg is engaging in criminal/unethical means to close this highway. Now the SFCTA
is also using false data.
Please look at this for what It is, you guys are using fake numbers and biased surveys to close a main
artery of the city. Please do the right thing and open the GH
-Catherine Masterson

Sent from my iPhone
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Date : 6/22/2021 4:57:32 AM
From : "Nate Gentner" nategentner2@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "connie.chan@sfgov.org"
connie.chan@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "gordon.mar@sfgov.org" gordon.mar@sfgov.org,
"dean.preston@sfgov.org" dean.preston@sfgov.org, "Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"
Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "myrna.melgar@sfgov.org"
myrna.melgar@sfgov.org, "rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org"
rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "shamann.walton@sfgov.org"
shamann.walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "kristen@sfbike.org" kristen@sfbike.org,
"phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org" phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org,
"jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org" jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org,
"tilly.chang@sfcta.org" tilly.chang@sfcta.org
Subject : Please keep the Great Highway closed to cars and open to people

Closing the Great Highway to cars is the single best thing that’s happened to San
Francisco in 2 decades. It provides the people of San Francisco with an amazing
place to recreate, come together as a community, and enjoy our beautiful ocean
side.

I work down in San Mateo and I used to use the Great Highway to commute. I am
100% willing to take a different route to work in favor of closing it to cars.

Nathan Gentner

Dear Chair Mandelman and Commissioners,

As someone who lives in Nopa (District 5) I am asking the SFCTA to prioritize
car-free space on the Great Highway 24/7. Since April 2020, this space has become
a community hub for art and activism, and welcomes thousands of people walking,
biking, and rolling every day. Our city’s largest contributor of carbon emissions is
transportation, and we have an opportunity to prioritize people-first space on a
corridor already drastically impacted by rising sea levels and climate change. This
permanent closure will help us reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve air
quality, and make it possible to restore Ocean Beach’s natural ecosystems to the
best of our abilities. As the City starts to reopen, it’s time we reimagine how we use
our streets and plan for the future of SF. Now is the time to think big and prioritize
the Great Highway for people, not cars.
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:26:32 PM
From : "'Jane Sweeney' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Please Open the Great Highway !
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:12:40 PM
From : "'Dinah Yee-Tom'via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Please open up the upper great highway.

It’s been tough on me when I’m on Skyline Blvd. Please open it up, businesses are
starting to open and the roads are busy again. We are inconvenient due to the
closing of the Highway.

Dinah Tom
Sent from my iPhone
Dyeetom@yahoo.com
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:34:06 PM
From : "Martha" msingleton45@sbcglobal.net
To : "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org,
"Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org" Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org,
"Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,
"recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"MTABoard@sfmta.com"MTABoard@sfmta.com,
"Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org
Cc : "ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com
Subject : Please Save Kid Safe Great Walkway now…
Dear Mayor Breed, General Manager Ginsburg, Director Tumlin, Recreation and Park Commissioners,
and Board of Supervisors,

I love the new, Kid Safe Great Walkway,and want it to stay! San Francisco needs safe, inclusive,
joyous public spaces for everyone, now more than ever. Parks with protected public spaces are where
residents and visitors of San Francisco can be active, enjoy nature, and spend time with friends and
family. Thanks to you, people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds have been flocking to Kid Safe
Great Walkway to enjoy the most vital protected public space in the heart of San Francisco. If it’s safe
for kids, it’s safe for everyone. But I have become aware that this safe space for kids along Ocean
Beach will be turned back into one of a dangerous highway if nothing is done.

We're aware of the concerns from a small group of Sunset residents about car traffic and reckless
driving on their streets, and we empathize with our fellow San Franciscans — we feel strongly that
car-commute traffic and reckless driving has no place on Kid Safe streets. Supervisor Mar has worked
effectively with SFMTA to address concerns about traffic on Lower Great Highway and the outer
avenues, and we encourage more traffic calming to address the remaining concerns of Sunset residents.
Currently, the Great Walkway is set to expire soon, and that would be a travesty to the thousands of
residents who love this space and use it daily.

Our ask is simple: Approve an extension of the Great Walkwaywhile further studies, outreach, and
improvements are implemented. The people need you to step up and take action to save this space
before it is taken away due to a lack of action and leadership.

I’m writing today to urge you to support saving Kid Safe Great Walkway and approve an extension of
the space while ongoing study, outreach, and traffic calming improvements are completed. The kids of
San Francisco love Kid Safe Great Walkway,and I do too!

Can we count on you, and are you willing to publicly support saving Kid Safe Great Walkway?

Warm regards,
Martha Singleton
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Active Senior who walks or bikes the Great Walkway at least weekly! I never realized there were so
many families still living in the city until I started walking here…gave me hope in these challenging
times!

Sent from my iPhone
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:53:21 AM
From : "Carole Bellew" cbbook@gmail.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The
Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and
we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a
two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order
as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by
the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while
increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting
better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's
data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Walkwaymonthly
— making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that
the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.
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Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with
Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the
arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that Sunset streets are
safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before the pandemic —
traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have
stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic
capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and much better than other
arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a
number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great
Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting car-
traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Walkway open for people to
safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes. Making these
improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise" will
make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes
people who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using
sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and
would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for
cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a
two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order
as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.--

Thank you,
Carole Bellew

71



Date : 6/22/2021 12:40:15 AM
From : "Luke (father of 1) Bornheimer" luke@kidsafesf.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The Great
Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to
walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends
The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. The pilot— proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and SFMTA's Board— will allow
RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of
residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form, with a
majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days
per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Walkwaymonthly
— making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco— and that's before tourists flock to this
amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great
Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data
shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before the pandemic
— traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore,
Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can
both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and much better than other
arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to improve
north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not
limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving north-
south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing
southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and
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effective— we can improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely
walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for
everyone involved, while a "compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The Walkway on
weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers,
families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the promenade
more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes,
making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the Great
Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends
The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week.

Thank you, and please take care.

73



Date : 6/22/2021 12:39:29 AM
From : "Keep Golden Gate Park Kid Safe" hello@safeggp.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to
The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San
Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great
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Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The
Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers,
childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the
space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the
promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to
navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:39:23 AM
From : "Kid Safe SF" hello@kidsafeggp.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to
The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San
Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great
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Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The
Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers,
childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the
space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the
promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to
navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:39:17 AM
From : "'Luke Bornheimer' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to
The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San
Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great
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Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The
Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers,
childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the
space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the
promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to
navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:39:13 AM
From : "Luke Bornheimer" lbornhei@grad.bryant.edu
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to
The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San
Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great
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Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The
Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers,
childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the
space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the
promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to
navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:38:54 AM
From : "Luke Bornheimer" luke.bornheimer@gmail.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to
The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San
Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great

82



Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The
Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers,
childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the
space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the
promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to
navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:47:34 PM
From : "Timothy Singleton" timothy_singleton@sbcglobal.net
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to
The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San
Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great

84



Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The “weekday/weekend” compromise is
problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who
commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and
would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars. The “half-
highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the promenade
more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to navigate sand
dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space. I join Kid Safe SF and
countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's
life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Tim Singleton
Active senior and Great Walkway user at least weekly!

Sent from my iPhone
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:26:45 PM
From : "'Jonathan Kelly' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,<BR><BR>The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one
of the few silver linings was the creation of The Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our
city). The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must
save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming
and north-south transportation improvements.<BR><BR>I join Kid Safe SF and countless
organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The pilot
— proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and SFMTA's Board — will
allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a
diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.<BR><BR>The
SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form, with a
majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7
days per week. SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Walkway
monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's before tourists
flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans
love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.<BR><BR>Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are
valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that Sunset streets are
safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before the pandemic — traffic-calming
measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah
Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can
both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and much better than
other arterials in the city.<BR><BR>Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are
valid, and there are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great
Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of
Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing
traffic-signal timing on Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use
MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect,
and commute using sustainable modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone
involved, while a "compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.<BR><BR>The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The
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Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers,
childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the
space be clear for cars.<BR><BR>The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is
problematic, because it would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while
forcing people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with
disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.<BR><BR>It's important to address concerns about the Great
Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful
and joyous public space.<BR><BR>I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging
you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as
a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.<BR><BR>Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:08:06 PM
From : "Alexei Angelides" alexeiangelides@gmail.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

I want to advocate wholeheartedly for the Walkways use as a public, community space. My wife, my
child, and I use it to walk, stroll, bike, skate, everyday, and we live only 6 blocks away. That people
come here now just to be able to walk near the beach should not be lost on any of you. It is one of the
best things about living in San Francisco at the moment - our public spaces are ours again. Please don’t
take that away from us.

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless residents
a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.<BR><BR>I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to
approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-
lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks
Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by
RPD's Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns
while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting better data to
make an informed decision.<BR><BR>The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San
Franciscans support a promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset
residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's data shows
that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Walkwaymonthly — making it the second-most
used public space in San Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as
our city reopens. It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to
saved.

Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.
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Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a number of ways to
improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open. These
include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great
Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset Boulevard.
Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel while
keeping The Great Walkway open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable
modes. Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise"
will make everyone upset and leave us worse off.<BR><BR>The “weekday/weekend” compromise is
problematic, because it marginalizes people who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who
commute using sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and
would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the
promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to
navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that
extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.

Alexei Angelides
41st & Kirkham
94122
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Date : 6/22/2021 12:53:49 AM
From : "Emily Glick" e.m.glick@gmail.com
To : "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org" Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "ChanStaff@sfgov.org"
ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org
Cc : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com"
Jeffrey.Tumlin@sfmta.com,"hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the beautiful and joyous Great Walkway and support a
pilot to extend the promenade's life…

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Walkway (and other people-first spaces in our city). The
Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and
we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a
two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order
as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The pilot — proposed by
the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and
SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while
increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents and collecting
better data to make an informed decision.

The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. SFMTA's
data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Walkwaymonthly
— making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's
before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city reopens. It's clear that
the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Walkway and want it to saved.
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Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with
Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the
arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that Sunset streets are
safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before the pandemic —
traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have
stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic
capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and much better than other
arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are valid, and there are a
number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great
Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting car-
traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Walkway open for people to
safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes. Making these
improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise" will
make everyone upset and leave us worse off.

The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes
people who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using
sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and
would negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for
cars.

The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Walkway and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space.

I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a
two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency health order
as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.

--

Emily M. Glick I 716-725-3235
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:26:01 AM
From : "Greg Snyder" gregjsnyder@gmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city).
The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect,
and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in
urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
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Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
Greg Snyder
2614 47th Ave.
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:25:10 AM
From : "Jennifer Ambrulevich" jambrulevich@hotmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,
The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city).
The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect,
and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in
urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.
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It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
Jennifer Ambrulevich
2614 47th Ave.
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:04:56 AM
From : "'melinda costello' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life

Please keep the great highway closed.
It is bringing so many people daily Joy! It is bringing visitors to the Ocean to visit this end of the
beautiful city with much more safety. The whole beach gets used and loved and those up on the great
highway can feel safe to enjoy and play. Disabled people, The elderly can walk and Roll exercise to
their hearts content

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city).
The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect,
and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in
urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.
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The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
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public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:01:01 AM
From : "'melinda costello' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless
residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve
a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-
lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and SFMTA's Board — will
allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a
diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Highway Park monthly —
making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this
amazing public space as our city reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and want it to be saved.
Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.
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Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there are a number of
ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open.
These include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and
Great Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on
Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset
Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel
while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using
sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise" will
make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic,
because it marginalizes people who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using
sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively
impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars. The “half-highway and half-
promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy,
and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it
inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space. I join Kid Safe SF and
countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's
life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:17:56 PM
From : "George Raiche" george@digibird.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,
I have lived on the Lower Great Highway, between Ortega and Pacheco, for 18 years, and I strongly
support a pilot program that excludes all car traffic from the Upper Great Highway on a 24/7 basis.

I am directly impacted by the closure of the Upper GH to cars. I drive to Mountain View for work and
I drive on Chain of Lakes Road every day, between 4:30 and 6:30 pm, to run errands. My commute is
unaffected by the closure of Upper GH. My transit time on Chain of Lakes has increased by no more
than five minutes. While I understand that any traffic congestion is frustrating, I regard these as minor
traffic impacts to my driving needs, and I encounter far more congestion in the eastern parts of the city
which have no relationship to the status of UGH. (I’m thinking especially of Bush and Pine Streets.)

I am delighted to tolerate these impacts to my driving behavior in return for the tremendous
community benefit of a car-free UGH. Many others have described the pleasures and benefits of the
UGH car closure. My main observation is that closing UGH to cars opens it to the presence and
enjoyment of everyone in the city-walkers, cyclists, individuals, groups, families, skaters, musicians,
and those simply looking for a little unhurried recreation along the magnificent Ocean Beach. One can
find solitude or community along the highway, and by bringing the city out to the highway we also
draw the Outer Outer Sunset into the city.

On the topic of a pilot allowing cars at certain times: this strikes me as the worst possible approach.
Confusion about when cars are allowed would bring more traffic back to the calmed streets, especially
during transition times as cars raced to beat the timed restrictions.

Finally, no amount of recent congestion comes close to approaching the former impacts of sand closure
days. Prior to the pandemic, sand closure would flood LGH and surrounding streets with traffic. These
were the worst days to live on LGH. It made it hard to get my car out of the driveway, and walking
across the street was a frightening experience. Closing UGH to cars precludes these problems. FWIW,
if the UGH were opened to cars today, it would actually be impassible because of sand.

I strongly support a 24/7 closure of the UGH to cars and maintaining this beautiful space as a new
public, car-free space.

Thank you,
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George Raiche
Lower Great Highway
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:30:59 PM
From : "Cindy Lutz" cindykate@msn.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The
Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless
residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the
promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve
a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life beyond the emergency health order as a four-
lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's Commission and SFMTA's Board — will
allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a
diverse group of residents and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a promenade in some form,
with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours
per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great Highway Park monthly —
making it the second-most used public space in San Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this
amazing public space as our city reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and want it to be saved.
Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's work with Supervisor Mar has already
succeeded in calming car traffic and diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue).
Data shows that Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from before
the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to have positive impacts on
the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire, and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at
satisfactory levels and much better than other arterials in the city.

103



Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there are a number of
ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The Great Walkway safe and fully open.
These include, but are not limited to, diverting car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and
Great Highway, improving north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on
Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to Sunset
Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can improve north-south travel
while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people to safely walk, connect, and commute using
sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a "compromise" will
make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The “weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic,
because it marginalizes people who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using
sustainable modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would negatively
impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars. The “half-highway and half-
promenade” compromise is problematic, because it would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy,
and unhealthy while forcing people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it
inaccessible for people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer is not to kill the
Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous public space. I join Kid Safe SF and
countless organizations/residents in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's
life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.

Cindy Lutz
30th Avenue
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:29:12 PM
From : "David Stone" david.curtis.stone@gmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city).
The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect,
and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in
urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
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Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.

Cheers,
David Stone
Inner Sunset resident
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:24:32 PM
From : "ruth selby" ruthselby@gmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

Please keep the Great Walkway/ Great Highway Park! It is so valuable to the
neighborhood and to our family! We play on it every afternoon after daycare and
we ride bikes all the time!

The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city).
The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect,
and we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents
in urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's
life beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.
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* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.
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RUTH SELBY
Outer Sunset Resident, Kirkham and 41st, THANK YOU!!

109



Date : 6/22/2021 8:01:04 AM
From : "Miriam Stickler" miriamstickler@hotmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot to extend the
promenade's life
Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

I live one block fom the Great Highway. The pandemic had countless negative
impacts, but one of the few silver linings was the creation of The Great Highway
Park (and other people-first spaces in our city). The Walkway has given countless
residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect, and we must save it by approving a
pilot to extend the promenade's life while continuing to invest in traffic-calming
and north-south transportation improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in
urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.
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It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to kill the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you, and please take care.

Miriam Stickler
3820 Quintara St.
San Francisco

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTEDevice
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:02:23 AM
From : "Hannah Leigh" hmleigh@gmail.com
To : "recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org,
"mtaboard@sfmta.com" mtaboard@sfmta.com, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org"
MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org, "Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org"
Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org,
"ChanStaff@sfgov.org" ChanStaff@sfgov.org,
"Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org" Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org,
"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org,
"Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org" Gordon.Mar@sfgov.org,
"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org"Dean.Preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "MelgarStaff@sfgov.org"
MelgarStaff@sfgov.org, "MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org"
MandelmanStaff@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org"
Shamann.Walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "hello@kidsafesf.com" hello@kidsafesf.com,
"responses@greathighwaypark.com" responses@greathighwaypark.com
Subject : Please save the Great Highway Park - support a pilot

Dear Supervisors/Commissioners,

I live on the Lower Great Highway between Quintara and Rivera.
The pandemic had countless negative impacts, but one of the few silver linings was
the creation of The Great Highway Park (and other people-first spaces in our city).
The Walkway has given countless residents a safe place to walk, roll, and connect;
we must save it by approving a pilot to extend the promenade's life while
continuing to invest in traffic-calming and north-south transportation
improvements.

I join Great Highway Park, Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in
urging you to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Great Highway's life
beyond the emergency health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

The pilot — proposed by the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) and San
Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority (SFMTA), and supported by RPD's
Commission and SFMTA's Board — will allow RPD/SFMTA to address car-traffic
concerns while increasing access to The Walkway for a diverse group of residents
and collecting better data to make an informed decision.

* The SFCTA's survey showed that about 80% of San Franciscans support a
promenade in some form, with a majority of San Franciscans and Sunset residents
supporting a four-lane promenade 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
* SFMTA's data shows that more than 144,000 people are using The Great
Highway Park monthly — making it the second-most used public space in San
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Francisco — and that's before tourists flock to this amazing public space as our city
reopens.

It's clear that the majority of San Franciscans love The Great Highway Park and
want it to be saved. Concerns about car traffic in the Sunset are valid, and SFMTA's
work with Supervisor Mar has already succeeded in calming car traffic and
diverting it to the arterials (Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue). Data shows that
Sunset streets are safer, including collisions being down more than 30% from
before the pandemic — traffic-calming measures are working and will continue to
have positive impacts on the Sunset. Furthermore, Sarah Jones, Director Maguire,
and Director Tumlin have stated that Sunset Boulevard and 19th Avenue can both
take more car-traffic capacity and congestion levels are at satisfactory levels and
much better than other arterials in the city.

Concerns about north-south traffic to/from the Richmond are also valid, and there
are a number of ways to improve north-south transportation while keeping The
Great Walkway safe and fully open. These include, but are not limited to, diverting
car-traffic from Chain of Lakes to Crossover Drive and Great Highway, improving
north-south public transit service, optimizing traffic-signal timing on Sunset
Boulevard and 19th Avenue, or allowing southbound-traffic to use MLK to get to
Sunset Boulevard. Solutions to these concerns are feasible and effective — we can
improve north-south travel while keeping The Great Highway Park open for people
to safely walk, connect, and commute using sustainable modes.

Making these improvements will be a win-win for everyone involved, while a
"compromise" will make everyone upset and leave us worse off. The
“weekday/weekend” compromise is problematic, because it marginalizes people
who use The Walkway on weekdays (e.g. people who commute using sustainable
modes, service-industry workers, childcare providers, families, etc.) and would
negatively impact the promenade space by mandating the space be clear for cars.
The “half-highway and half-promenade” compromise is problematic, because it
would make the promenade more dangerous, noisy, and unhealthy while forcing
people using the promenade to navigate sand dunes, making it inaccessible for
people with disabilities, kids, and people using bikes.

It's important to address concerns about the Great Highway closure, but the answer
is not to end the Great Highway Park and put cars back on the beautiful and joyous
public space. I join Kid Safe SF and countless organizations/residents in urging you
to approve a two-year pilot that extends The Walkway's life beyond the emergency
health order as a four-lane promenade 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you!

-Hannah Leigh
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:19:43 PM
From : "Sarah Bindman" sarahbindman@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "connie.chan@sfgov.org"
connie.chan@sfgov.org, "Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org"
Catherine.Stefani@sfgov.org, "Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org"
Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org, "gordon.mar@sfgov.org" gordon.mar@sfgov.org,
"dean.preston@sfgov.org" dean.preston@sfgov.org, "Matt.Haney@sfgov.org"
Matt.Haney@sfgov.org, "myrna.melgar@sfgov.org"
myrna.melgar@sfgov.org, "rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org"
rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org, "Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org"
Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org, "shamann.walton@sfgov.org"
shamann.walton@sfgov.org, "Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org"
Ahsha.Safai@sfgov.org, "kristen@sfbike.org" kristen@sfbike.org,
"phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org" phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org,
"jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org" jeffrey.tumlin@sfmta.org,
"tilly.chang@sfcta.org" tilly.chang@sfcta.org
Subject : Please support 24/7 closure of Great Highway to vehicles

Dear Chair Mandelman and Commissioners,

My name is Sarah and I have spent the majority of my life as a D1 resident. Over
the past year the Great Highway has been an incredible source of joy and fresh air
for me. That is why I am asking the SFCTA to prioritize car-free space on the
Great Highway 24/7. Since April 2020, this space has become a community hub
for art and activism, and welcomes thousands of people walking, biking, and
rolling every day.We have an opportunity to rethink our use of streets and
prioritize public space for people rather than vehicles. While there have been
serious safety concerns raised about traffic in the neighborhood, there are proven
tools to mitigate cut-through traffic that can be implemented thus creating a win
win for local residents and folks visiting the Great Walkway!

Thank you,
Sarah
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:30:37 AM
From : "George Wooding" gswooding@gmail.com
To : "Geroge Wooding" gswooding@gmail.com, "Myrna Melgar"
myrna.melgar@sfgov.org, "Gordon Mar" gordonmar@gmail.com,
"ChanStaff" ChanStaff@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Please use this version of BD062221 Resolution #21 Great Hwy
Testimony

Dear Supervisors & RPD and SFMTADirector,

I OPPOSE THE GREATHIGHWAYRESOLUTION BD062221

It is clear that concept number three (3), Full closure of the Great Highway
will be the Board’s final selection due to poor methodology.

BD062221 RESOLUTION NO. 21-XX Page 1 of 4 RESOLUTION
ADOPTING THE UPPER GREATHIGHWAYCONCEPTS EVALUATION
REPORT [NTIP]

Key Findings and Recommendations. Full closure (Concept 3) would
provide recreation, wellness and bicycle/pedestrian network benefits but
requires significant improvements to address traffic and transit impacts from
diversions. There is also greater schedule and delivery risk associated with
the unknown site conditions and higher cost of this option.

SFMTADirector, Jeffrey Tumlin has already stated “that.his number one
goal is to get rid of cars.” If Tumlin really wants to get rid of cars, perhaps
he should fix MUNI rather than close the great highway

Recreation and Park Director, Phil Ginsburg, simply wants more control
over Ocean Beach. Fewer cars means more control for the RPD. veni,
vidi, vici.. More control means more activation [read money] for
the RPD

Citizen transparency is a myth in San Francisco These decisions have
already been gerrymandered by Tumlin and Ginsburg:

-One-half of Twin Peaks Blvd has already been closed to cars

-The Upper Great Highway is about to be closed to cars

-In San Francisco Golden Gate Park- For two months - a large segment
of JFK Drive in Golden Gate Park— between Crossover Drive to the west
and Kezar Drive to the east— has been closed to cars, as part of an effort
to give pedestrians more room for recreation and safe passage. Ultimately,
cars will never be allowed to return to JFK Drive.
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-An attempt will be made to remove cars from MLK Drive.

Please develop 1) Full transparency on data gathering, 2) Create a clear
and equitable framework for resident outreach and a timeline for future
plans of resident outreach.

George Wooding
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:34:22 PM
From : "Patricia Arack" parack@ccsf.edu
To : "TransportationAuthority" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Public Comment for June 22 SFCTAmeeting
Attachment :
thumbnail_FB_IMG_1624290047031.jpg;thumbnail_FB_IMG_1624293218454.jpg;thumbnail_FB_IMG_1624293322609.jpg;

Dear Board members: Please do not approve this Final Study. The data is biased in favor of a permanent closure. None of the
other options have even been seriously discussed. It is all focused on a permanent closure. The number of people that use the GH
for recreation is highly inflated. As a resident of the LGH, I can see with my own eyes that the highway is often almost devoid of
users during the weekdays, while thousands of commuters are stuck in traffic in the Richmond and the Sunset. It makes no sense
to keep that highway closed during the week for a handful of bikers and walkerswhile two Districts are inundated with thousands
of more vehicles each day of the work week. I do not trust the SFCTAdata. It has been manipulated in favor of closure. Unelected
public servants should not take such controversial political positions that are harmful to thousands of people, especially using
moot and useless data collected during the worst pandemic in 100 years. This has been crazy. Please do not let these rogue
agencies RecPark, SFCTA, and SFMTAharm thousands of residents and commuters in the Richmond and Sunset.

Do the reasonable and fair thing. Open the highway to cars during the week and close it on the weekends. This madness has gone
on long enough. Please see photos below.Would you want to be sitting in that traffic? Before you make your decision, do this:

1. During the commute rush drive down 19th Ave and Sunset Blvd.
2. Anytime of the day drive north-south in GGP on the Chain of Lakes Drive.
3. Go down to the sea wall between Noriega and Taravalwest of the GH and see the damage that the careless and rude
walkers have done to the environment. This is federally protected land after all. RPD has done NOTHING to manage the
human traffic and the garbage on the UGH and environs. It's a disgrace.

4. During commute hours wait with the other drivers in gridlock to turn left off the GH onto Lincoln Way to go south.
5. Come to my house on the LGH during the weekday and see how few people are using the highway during the day.
6. Check out the traffic on 46th and 45th Ave. where over 300+ cars an hour are driving by residences.
7. Then decide if this closure is really the right thing to do.

Thank you for your consideration.

Patricia Arack, Administrator
Concerned Residents of the Sunset (161 members)

PHOTOSOF CHAIN OF LAKES DRIVE and 41ST AVE AND SEAWALLBENCH WITH TRAMPLED BEACH GRASS
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:10:18 PM
From : "Judi Gorski" judigorski@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Cc : "Patricia Arack" parack@ccsf.edu
Subject : Public Comment for June 22 SFCTAmeeting

Dear Board Members,

I write in support of the email sent to you from Patricia Arack, Administrator of
Concerned Residents of the Sunset, on June 21, 2021, imploring you to not approve
this Final Study. I agree with her that the data is biased in favor of permanent
closure and that none of the other options have been seriously discussed.

I agree that the number of people using the Great Highway is nowhere near the
numbers claimed because of what I, like Patricia, and so many of us who live here
see with our own eyes day after day. The devices used to count who or what passes
them are easily manipulated to produce inflated numbers. The people monitoring or
double-checking them are doing so with the goal of permanent closure in mind.
These are not independent impartial studies. Their results should not be trusted.
Relying on these numbers to justify full closure, or closure for 2 years while more
data is collected will leave thousands of residents in harm’s way after we have
endured 14 months of property damage and the stress of dodging dangerous
diverted highway traffic by our homes.

As Patricia wrote, “Unelected public servants should not take such controversial
positions that are harmful to thousands of people, especially using moot and useless
data collected during the worst pandemic in 100 years.” Listen to her rational
advice to “not let these rogue agencies RecPark, SFCTA and SFMTAharm
thousands of commuters in the Richmond and Sunset.” It’s time to share the road
and Open the Great Highway.

Thank you.

Judi Gorski
Member of Concerned Residents of the Sunset
District 4 Resident and voter
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:27:46 AM
From : "Kathryn Bates" kathrynjbates@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Public comment for SFCTA:Virtual Meeting - Final Report of the
D4 Mobility Study (permanent closure of UGH)

Public comment for SFCTA: Virtual Meeting - Final Report of the D4 Mobility
Study (permanent closure of UGH)

To the Tranportation Authority Board,

Please reopen Great Highway.

Does this plan impact you and your commute to work? It does for me and
many other people I know. To be told "use a bike" is disrespectful. I am a
cellist and also a mother of a two year old. Please explain to me how I
should bike to work ---- with a cello on my back and two year old strapped
on my side?

There has been no actual plan to give cars an alternative. Sunset and the
always-under construction 19th Avenue (which says "use alternative route")
are not viable alternatives.Traffic mitigation efforts in the outer Sunset have
just proven than there cars need somewhere to go. I reguarly pass by the
now closed Great Highway and can tell you there is usually no one using it.
So why are you trying to screw over working people from two
neighborhoods who have historically gotten screwed over? Why was no
one I know actually surveyd about this proposal? This proposal has
bottlenecked us, taken advantage of a terrible stiuation to make our lives
worse. Pleese reopen this vital road.

Kathryn Bates
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Date : 6/22/2021 3:51:46 AM
From : "Luke (father of 1) Bornheimer" luke@kidsafesf.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Public comment postcards for today's SFCTABoard Meeting Item
11
Attachment : I love the Great Walkway because… Postcards (small).pdf;

Hi Clerk Milton, hope you're doing well.

Attached, please find a PDF of postcards written by residents from across the city
who love the Great Walkway and want the SFCTABoard to support and approve a
pilot of the "full promenade" option. Please include this PDF in the public comment
packets and item list for today's meeting.

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me anytime.

Thank you, and please take care,
Luke Bornheimer | Kid Safe SF | 617-899-4487
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:40:30 AM
From : "'Julia Lavroushin' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "mark.ghilarducci@calema.ca.gov" mark.ghilarducci@calema.ca.gov
Cc : "mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org"mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org,
"ChanStaff (BOS)" chanstaff@sfgov.org, "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Re: Proposed pilot program to close the Great Highway in San
Francisco- Hearing 6/22/21 10:00.

All-

Resending as my lack of caffeine was mirrored in the lack of the c
of sfcta.

JL

On Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 07:27:30 AM PDT, Julia Lavroushin <jlavroushin@yahoo.com>
wrote:

Hello.

Thank you, in advance, for taking the time to read my letter.

Today at 10:00, there is a hearing for a pilot program to close the
Great Highway in San Francisco for two years. This is a heated
issues with a meeting that went for hours when it was open to
debate. The Great Highway has been closed already for most of
the COVID in order to give people a safe place to recreate during
the shut down. San Francisco is now attempting to return to
normal.

This route, aside from the obvious fact that it is one of the few
north to south routes on that side of San Francisco that allows
residents to move via car/bike/pedestrian, is our emergency route
should there be a disaster.

I am truly concerned that those who are tasked with serving the
residents of San Francisco would consider permanently closing an
emergency egress thus endangering lives.

Please help to bring some prudence to this process. It will save
lives.

Kind regards,
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Julia Lavroushin - who wants to retain the option to be able to
escape safely with her family from San Francisco, along with her
neighbors, in case of an inevitable earthquake or other disaster.
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Date : 6/22/2021 6:52:16 AM
From : "Kristin " kristin.kerr@sbcglobal.net
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : Re-Open Great Hwy - Vision Zero
Attachment : Vision Zero High Injury Network 2017.pdf;TransBASE 19th
Ave.pdf;TransBASEGreatHWY.pdf;TransBASESunset.pdf;

Clerk,

Please include the following as part of the public comment for the June 22nd
Meeting re: Re-Open Great HWY.

San Francisco Supports Vision Zero. Keep our citizens safe by re-opening the Great
Highway. The current plan to re-route Great Highway traffic to Sunset and 19th
Ave is NOT consistent with Vision Zero. Both of these routes are part of the Vision
Zero High Injury Network.

Vision Zero High Injury Network: Sunset Ave

Vision Zero High Injury Network: 19th Ave

Great Highway has no fatalities and significantly lower injuries than Sunset and
19th Ave. See, TransBase data from 2016-2020 (Attached). Furthermore, bus
routes on Sunset and 19th increase pedestrian traffic with a corresponding exposure
to traffic injury. The closure has also increased car traffic in Golden Gate Park
which is a very popular public recreation area.

Re-directing safe traffic flow on Great Highway to high injury network roads is
unsafe for San Francisco.

Note: The addition of a new bike path does not make this proposal consistent with
Vision Zero. Adding safe bike paths is only part of the equation.

The primary goal of Vision Zero is the reduction of traffic related injuries and
deaths. Keeping the Great Highway open for its intended purpose achieves that
goal by prioritizing the use of existing safe roadways.

Thank you for your careful consideration of the safety data.

Kristin
(District 1 Resident)

P.S.The historic 49 Mile Scenic Drive includes the stretch Great Highway subject
to closure. This drive is enjoyed by many who are not able to bike or walk long
distances.
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Bureau of Land Management, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, USGS, METI

+
–

Vision Zero High Injury Network: 2017 San Francisco Department of Public Health

Vision Zero High Injury Network: 2017 https://sfgov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=fa37f1274b4446f1bdddd7bd...

1 of 1 5/25/2021, 12:53 PM
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TransBASE Dashboard
Create Query  Map  Graphs  Top Locations  Collisions  Additional Overlays  Metadata  

TransBASE Dashboard https://transbase.sfgov.org/dashboard/dashboard.php

1 of 1 5/20/2021, 5:28 PM
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TransBASE Dashboard
Create Query  Map  Graphs  Top Locations  Collisions  Additional Overlays  Metadata  

TransBASE Dashboard https://transbase.sfgov.org/dashboard/dashboard.php

1 of 1 5/20/2021, 5:32 PM
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TransBASE Dashboard
Create Query  Map  Graphs  Top Locations  Collisions  Additional Overlays  Metadata  

TransBASE Dashboard https://transbase.sfgov.org/dashboard/dashboard.php

1 of 1 5/20/2021, 5:30 PM
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Date : 6/22/2021 1:04:52 AM
From : "Leslie Wong"molliespack@gmail.com
To : "MTABoard@sfmta.com"MTABoard@sfmta.com, "Breed, Mayor
London (MYR)" mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org,
"recpark.commission@sfgov.org" recpark.commission@sfgov.org, "rec-
thegreathighway@sfgov.org" rec-thegreathighway@sfgov.org,
"clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org"
Phil.Ginsburg@sfgov.org, "Tom.maguire@sfmta.com"
Tom.maguire@sfmta.com,"GreatHighway@sfmta.com"
GreatHighway@sfmta.com, "dennis.kern@sfgov.org" dennis.kern@sfgov.org,
"Supervisor Connie Chan" chanstaff@sfgov.org, "Gordon.mar@sfgov.org"
Gordon.mar@sfgov.org, "Aaron.peskin@sfgov.org"Aaron.peskin@sfgov.org,
"board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org" board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org,
"Dean.preston@sfgov.org"Dean.preston@sfgov.org,
"Matt.haney@sfgov.org"Matt.haney@sfgov.org,
"Shamann.walton@sfgov.org" Shamann.walton@sfgov.org,
"Hillary.ronen@sfgov.org"Hillary.ronen@sfgov.org,
"catherine.stefani@sfgov.org" catherine.stefani@sfgov.org,
"Melgarstaff@sfgov.org"Melgarstaff@sfgov.org, "Connie Chan"
connie@conniechansf.com, "Ahsha.safai@sfgov.org" Ahsha.safai@sfgov.org,
"mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org"mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org
Subject : REOPEN THE GREATHIGHWAY
Attachment :
FB_IMG_1624340778351.jpg;Screenshot_20210621-225612_Facebook.jpg;

OPEN THE GREATHIGHWAY!!!

I am writing to voice my support of REOPENING The Great Highway and to
oppose the 2 year "pilot" closure.-

I am a resident of District 1, living in the Richmond District and would like to
voice my concerns around the closure of the Great Highway and urge it's
reopening.

The Great Highway is and has always been an HISTORIC SCENIC HIGHWAY
and thus, should remain so for the public to traverse by automobile as well as foot,
cycle and other vehicles allowing all to fully enjoy its beauty. How does keeping
the Great Highway closed help the residents of our City? Aren’t we supposed to be
‘sharing’ the public lands? ‘Complete Streets’ INCLUDES cars, not just
pedestrians and bicyclists! Closing down one of the few thoroughfares from North-
South/South-North has caused hardship not just for those trying to use The Great
Highway in such a manner, but also for residents dealing with increased traffic onto
their streets; traffic that has become sporadic, aggressive and
unpredictable. Drivers do not stop at stop signs or look prior to crossing through
intersections.
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The few areas we use to cross through the park are more congested and slow to
move through. Cars stuck in this traffic to cross the park emit a higher
concentration of pollutants. You strive to take more cars off the road because of
this yet do not care that your actions cause an increase in emissions?

It is clear that the goal is to have less cars on the road, but it is unrealistic to think
that there is zero need for us to use our cars. During the Shelter in Place many
were forced off this commute path to alternates that, in the beginning, were likely
not problematic since few people were on the road. As Shelter in Place was lifted
and with individuals experiencing Covid fatigue or the need to go be out and about,
(coupled with the City beginning to lower restrictions),
so did we experience an increase in the number of cars on the road. With an
increase in motor vehicles there is the need for more options. More options would
certainly allow for an increase in traffic safety as well as public services access. IT
IS TIME TO REOPEN THE GREATHIGHWAYand allow residents who need to
traverse the area by car to again SHARE THE PUBLIC SPACE.

The expansion of an already large recreational area into much needed roadway
where there is greater need just does not make sense. This area already has a safe,
separated “boardwalk” for cyclists and pedestrians to enjoy. The beach has always
offered space to recreate and the park adjoins the area with many closed roads and
open areas. It seems unfair that the wants and desire for expansion of something
that already exists is put above a greatly needed roadway that relieves street
congestion and restores what was taken. I appreciate the efforts to gentrify and
make a recreation area more appreciated and useful; however, this should NOT
supersede the safety of the area. This has been a vital transit area. More options
for expeditious ways of transiting must exist. It would be unreasonable to continue
to keep this viatl artery closed.

The way that The Great Highway was set up pre-closure had a good balance
providing a thoroughfare for motorists, walking and bicycling opportunities as well
as many areas to sit and enjoy the view and beach. This very large area is not a just
a playground; it is a Historic Scenic Highway to be enjoyed by ALL. IT IS TIME
TO REOPEN THE GREATHIGHWAY!!!
Leslie C. Wong

Attached photo:

1: FB_IMG_1624340778351.jpeg
posted on FB: Chain of Lakes, Thursday 6/10/2021, 5:10pm.
#ReOpenGreatHighway!

2: Screenshot_20210621-225612-Facebook.jpg
posted on FB the afternoon it took me an hour and 20 minutes to get home from
SanBruno. The extra 50 minutes was all park traffic!
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:11:20 PM
From : "'Michael Chan' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Cc : "Michael Chan" mccmcc2@yahoo.com
Subject : Reopen the Upper Great Highway

Dear Members of the Board:

Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city
agencies have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to
the detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two
districts. All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the
worst pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do
not approve the RPD/SFMTA Pilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the
next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number
of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents
in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our
"Open the Great Highway petition.

Thank you.

Michael Chan
District 4 Resident

Sent from YahooMail for iPhone
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:01:39 PM
From : "'John Carlson' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public comment for 6/22/21 10 AM Board Meeting

Dear Members of the Board:

Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do
not approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the
next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number
of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents
in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our
"Open the Great Highway petition.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
John Carlson
Resident and Voter in District 4
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:48:59 PM
From : "'geoffrey moore' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org, "mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org"
mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org, "board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org"
board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org, "cityattorney@sfcityatty.org"
cityattorney@sfcityatty.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting
Please enter the following information into the public comment for the meeting to discuss Upper Great
Highway usage.

I believe that the discussion and information related to the Great Highway issue has become overly
complex, and has also been potentially flawed by erroneous or corrupt data. The highway is an
established earthquake and tsunami evacuation route in city plans, and also functions as a significant
part of city infrastructure, just as the sewer underneath it. These two parts of critical city
infrastructure should be managed actively and consistently along the following order of decreasing
priority:

1) first and foremost for public safety needs,
2) second, consistent with environmental concerns and regulatory requirements, and then finally
(assuming the first two objectives have been met)
3) for the best and broadest multi-purpose use and enjoyment of the publicly owned resource by the
entire community.

For some reason folks seem to be focused on arguing about the tertiary needs, and are further
compounding the discourse by framing the issue as a binary open or close decision (with arguments
related to the first two needs). So, please consider the following input.

Regarding safety - I have lived next to the road for more than 3 decades, and I can state unequivocally
that there is indeed a big safety issue by the highway. The issue is that we have multiple drownings
and ocean rescues every year. People die here. However, we have experienced few road incidents,
and many of us are unclear why the pilot program characterized the pre-covid road use as "high risk"
with NO DATA. If there is historical pre-covid data to clearly support a "high-risk" conclusion then
that data should be validated and shared, and then juxtaposed with the very real and new safety issues
caused by the road closure. These new issues include not only the presence of thousands of vehicles
on residential streets (which our own fire department recently highlighted as dangerous), but also the
increased beach usage by unfamiliar visitors who now regularly miss the warning signs at the
crosswalks about the deadly riptides. Beyond these obvious new safety issues, there seems to be no
active discussion about alternate evacuation or safety planning contingencies for a closed road,
particularly in light of the acknowledged congestion increases, let alone the obvious presence of not
only Hayward and San Andreas faults, but the primary concern for those of us who set tsunami
watches, which is the larger fault to the north. If you are not familiar with the Cascadia Subduction
Zone then you have zero business legislating for our community. Please consult with a litany of
unbiased safety experts before engaging in gross negligence with people's safety. PLEASE ENSURE
THATYOUR INDIVIDUAL VOTE, AND PERSONAL LIABILITY RISK, HAS BEEN
RECORDED FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. This way, when we have finally figured out how to get
the FEMA supplies in through a patchwork of broken roads, we can have a clear sense for who exactly
to blame. There is no compelling safety need for closing the road, and several compelling
considerations for leaving it open, and I would think that so-called transportation officials would place
a high priority on infrastructure of this nature, and would have the ability to exercise some basic
common sense. Bikes don't carry people or supplies in emergencies - period.

Regarding environmental issues - it is unclear how or why SFMTA, Park & Rec, or other
transportation officials could or would be qualified to opine about significant environmental impacts or
regulations. It appears that none of these groups were included in the federal review by the Army
Corps of Engineers related to roadway and infrastructure protection
(see https://www.spn.usace.army.mil/Portals/68/docs/Environmental/Ocean_Beach_EA_DEC2020.pdf?
ver=kEnmSpKJ5XDE_ItYgEGouA%3D%3D ) . The city risks significant liability risks if it fails to
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conduct appropriate environmental reviews, and its attorneys are already keenly aware of the legacy
history of multiple environmental lawsuits and directives as a result of non-compliance. The
appropriate review should consider not only the erosion risks and animal habitat risks from the
perspective of the road closure - for example, increased erosion of the dunes due to higher use (which
leads to destabilization of the sand); endangered species no longer benefitting from warning signs at
the crosswalk; and higher vehicle emissions due to residential street congestion - but most importantly
from the perspective of the sewer directly underneath it. The long-term "managed retreat" plan
mandated by state law for the inevitable erosion should include disposition of the wastewater treatment
plant (which will not ultimately survive despite short-term sand protection), and that disposition should
be transparently disclosed for our citizens to understand where exactly this multibillion dollar time
bomb will be relocated. If you do not have a clear plan at this time for managing the sewer lines in the
short, medium, and long-terms, then it seems negligent to attempt a plan to repurpose the infrastructure
directly above it. So, manage them consistently, as there is no need to close the sloat extension in 2023
if the wastewater plant is still present (the Ocean Beach Master Plan contains a defect on this point, as
the sensible recommendations a decade ago to maintain a single-lane extension were ignored -
ironically, for the same poor reasons that bring us to the tertiary consideration . . .)

regarding usage preferences - the legislative process for our community should be based upon a
completely different perspective if there are no compelling and urgent safety issues to fix. What we
have at the end of the day are multiple preferences, rather than requirements, for various community
needs. If we are discussing preferences rather than requirements, it would seem that all community
voices and needs should be considered and dispositioned in a balanced fashion. However, pre-closure
many needs were already met. As an example, closure proponents have offered no suggestions for
improving the existing pathways that have served the community for years - for example, by simply
repaving and widening the existing pathway that runs between the UGH and LGH roads. Tellingly,
this pathway was not even discussed in the so-called D4 mobility plan, which is a grossly negligent
omission of a functioning mobility route in a mobility study. The closure proponents continue to just
discriminate against one type of community user, which is the person who drives a car. Personally, I
rarely drive, and I happen to enjoy walking my dog and riding my bike by the UGH - but I have done
that for years on the existing pathways, and I sympathize with Richmond residents who are trying to
commute. I would be fine with a flex plan that closes the road, for example, from 10 -3 every day,
and on the weekends - this would actually resemble what we have had for years, which is closures
from time to time for special events, such as Sunday streets and spare the air beach days. However, a
full closure (which proponents claim would be just too complicated for us dumb citizens to
understand) cannot be justified in terms of maximizing resource use. As just one example - do we
plan to waste the resource at night, while cars continue through the residential streets? That is a 50%
waste of a publicly owned resource, and one of the multiple problems with a full closure.

Please stop treating my neighborhood as an experiment. Pump the brakes, listen to informed residents,
and THEN design a pilot with full community input which recognizes multiple needs and
accommodates them flexibly. That plan should include vast usage and parking towards the north end
of Ocean Beach (where we already know the primary sand migration increases beach width) so that
folks can come to enjoy the beach safely from all neighborhoods in the city, and regardless of their
mode of transportation. That plan should also include the best managed retreat handling for the area
where we know there is heavy sand erosion, including the proper dismantling of the multibillion dollar
timebomb under a road that is fine for everyone's use in the meantime. Please take the time to do
things properly rather than reactively, and to establish a real budget and a real plan to maximize usage
in the short and long-term. Thank you.
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:26:54 PM
From : "Marie Fontenot" marieyfontenot@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting

Dear Members of the Board:

Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in
favor of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three
city agencies have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway
forever to the detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and
commuters of two districts. All data has been acquired not during normal
traffic times, but during the worst pandemic in 100 years which renders it
moot and useless. Also, please do not approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program
that will leave the UGH closed for the next 2 years. This is unfair for
thousands of people, while a relatively small number of people are using the
highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please remember the
working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents in danger
when walking and biking the residential streets when making your decisions
on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our "Open
the Great Highway” petition.

Sincerely,

Marie Y.Fontenot
District 4 resident & voter
Homeowner on Lower Great Highway
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Date : 6/21/2021 10:04:45 PM
From : "Robin Pam" rsvprobin@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting
Hi,

I’d like to submit a public comment in favor of keeping the upper great highway
closed to cars 24/7 for the duration of the 2 year proposed pilot program. Opening
the road to cars in any way, whether part time or partially, would dramatically
reduce the benefits of this public space, and provide relatively little improvement
for car commuters, who primarily drive to and from the outer Richmond. This is a
citywide resource, and the needs of all San Franciscans, not just those who live
close by and want to drive faster, should be considered in making this decision.

Thanks,
Robin Pam D7 resident
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:28:26 PM
From : "Sarah Murphy" csbmurphy@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting

Please do not approve this final study. The health and safety of thousands of
residents in the Sunset is at risk. Data supporting the closure has been acquired
not during normal traffic times, but during the pandemic which renders it moot
and useless.

Also, please do not approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH
closed for the next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively
small number of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the
week. Please remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and
the residents in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when
making your decisions on these matters. Also please note that thousands
of people have signed our "Open the Great Highway" petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Sarah Murphy
Resident and Voter in District 4
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:19:37 PM
From : "Michael" mhyoung510@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting

Dear Members of the Board:

Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor of permanent
closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies have worked relentlessly for 14
months to close this highway forever to the detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and
commuters of two districts. All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the
worst pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not approve the
RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the next 2 years. This is unfair for
thousands of people, while a relatively small number of people are using the highway for recreation,
especially during the week. Please remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily
and the residents in danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our "Open the Great
Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Michael Young
Resident and Voter in District 4
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:13:40 PM
From : "'H. Wong' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting

Dear Members of the Board:
Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA isbiased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not
approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the
next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number
of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents in
danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your decisions
on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have signed our "Open the
Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Harry Wong
Resident and Voter in District 4
Sent from YahooMail for iPhone
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Date : 6/22/2021 6:26:32 AM
From : "Madison Clell" madisonclell@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public comment for June 22 10 am Board Meeting
Dear Board Members,

I am writing in staunch opposition to this UGH pilot program and it’s closure
overall. The problems this closure has caused are many, and do nothing to help the
environment. Quality of life in the Outer Sunset has been greatly reduced, and even
more traffic comes out here now, people DRIVING with bicycles and scooters, then
parking, then riding up and down the closed highway, then driving away. I see this
daily.

It’s too early for me to write a good letter in time for the meeting, so I’m adding
two emails written from fellow neighbors. I agree with every word.

Keep in mind that many people who need the UGH opened cannot attend these
meetings - they are at work! The SFBC, SFMTA and Parks & REC are all well
funded, well organized groups who are steamrolling residents with this closure
decision. We don’t have connections, fancy websites, and millions of dollars.

Do the right thing!!! Letters below:

Dear Members of the Board:
Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data
analysis in favor of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and
SFMTA. These three city agencies have worked relentlessly for 14
months to close this highway forever to the detriment of the safety of
thousands of residents and commuters of two districts. All data has
been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please
do not approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH
closed for the next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people,
while a relatively small number of people are using the highway for
recreation, especially during the week. Please remember the working
commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents in danger
when walking and biking the residential streets when making your
decisions on these matters. Also please note that 8,711 people have
signed our "Open the Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.

Madison Clell
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Resident and Voter in District 4
______________________________________________________________

1. The "Upper Great Highway Concepts Evaluation Final Report” SF-
CHAMP modeling shows that District 4 will be forced to take on the
burden of more than 5000 additional vehicles on residential streets—
never mind the SF-CHAMP predictions for a massive increase of traffic
volume on Sunset, traffic delays on Lincoln and Sloat, etc.
- This burden off moving 18,000-20,000 vehicles from the safest N-S
artery in San Francisco into District 4 is contrary to Vision Zero—which
Tumlin and SFMTAare failing at already.
- The pollution generated by this massive number of vehicles is being
placed at the doorsteps of citizens, which is known to produce an
enormous number of respiratory and cardiovascular deaths and
health issues
- The SF-CHAMP simulations do not include induced traffic by creating
a new leisure destination—so the predicted burden on D4 is
underestimated
- Concept 4, the weekend closure alternative, is predicted to have a
lesser impact on D4, and apparently that does not factor into the
evaluation and recommendation, apparently because that
recommendation was decided upon months ago.
- SFMTAdid not even consider Concept 2 (two-way road), a
compromise options that surely would reduce the vehicle volume
burden on D4.
- SFMTAcontinues to avoid presenting VehicleMiles Traveled (VMT)
projections which is a good predictor of accident rates and pollution,
despite repeated requests to provide such data. This metric is a CEQA
standard. This suggests that do not want to present such data.
2. The "Upper Great Highway Concepts Evaluation Final Report”
should not be adopted and should not be entered into the public
record? It is deeply flawed and biased. I have been an Editor or
Associate Editor for scientific journals for decades. I have reviewed
hundreds of scientific papers. I have published hundreds of scientific
papers. This report is a classic case of “lying with statistics”.
* The reported survey is completely not credible. It is not a
representative sample. No amount of chart candy can hide that.
Entering this statistical garbage into the public record will mean that
this nonsense will be quoted as “fact”.
* The low-collision data in Figure 8 is more statistical garbage of traffic
data collected in the midst of the greatest reduction in human
mobility in all of history. This cherry-picked data which is clearly
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impacted by the pandemic cannot be used for any assessment of the
Upper Grate Highway closure.
* The report does not include VMT
* The SFMTApredictions do not include induced traffic expected from
a new park destination.

—Peter Pirolli
District 4 Resident
_________________________________
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Date : 6/22/2021 7:41:56 AM
From : "Stephen Gorski" sjgorskilaw@gmail.com
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH Public Comment for June 22 10:00 a.m. Board Meeting

Dear Members of the Board:
Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city
agencies have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to
the detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two
districts. All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during
the worst pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please
do not approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for
the next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small
number of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the
week. Please remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily
and the residents in danger when walking and biking the residential streets
when making your decisions on these matters. Also please note
that 8,711 people have signed our "Open the Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely.
Stephen J. Gorski
Resident and Voter in District 4 for over 40+ years

Stephen J. Gorski, Esq.
Law Offices of Stephen J. Gorski
2366 48th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Tel: 415-248-1010
Fax: 415-564-0114
Email: sjgorskilaw@gmail.com
Web: gorskilaw.com
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Date : 6/21/2021 9:29:48 PM
From : "'CJ Faulkner' via Clerk" clerk@sfcta.org
To : "clerk@sfcta.org" clerk@sfcta.org
Subject : UGH PUBLIC COMMENT

Dear Members of the Board:
Please do not approve this final study. SFCTA is biased in its data analysis in favor
of permanent closure, as are efforts of RPD and SFMTA. These three city agencies
have worked relentlessly for 14 months to close this highway forever to the
detriment of the safety of thousands of residents and commuters of two districts.
All data has been acquired not during normal traffic times, but during the worst
pandemic in 100 years which renders it moot and useless. Also, please do not
approve the RPD/SFMTAPilot Program that will leave the UGH closed for the
next 2 years. This is unfair for thousands of people, while a relatively small number
of people are using the highway for recreation, especially during the week. Please
remember the working commuters who are stuck in traffic daily and the residents in
danger when walking and biking the residential streets when making your decisions
on these matters. Also please note that8,711 people have signed our "Open the
Great Highway petition.
Thank you.

Sincerely
Carol Faulkner
Resident and Voter in District 4
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