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Source: Ankita Chachra – Designing Streets for Kids
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Source: Tim Gill, Child-friendly urban planning:Lessons from Europe & Canada 4



A child-friendly living environment

• By creating a liveable and playable public space
= ready to climb on, slide off, jump up, ball-
friendly… 
=> staging, rhythm and geometry
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Source: Vicky Pettens – Director of Childcare, Youth, Education, and Sport (Belgium) – ‘Kindlint’: a child-friendly ribbon development in Ostend



Child-friendly public space

Links and junctions can be useful
= priority for cyclists and pedestrians, comfort and safety, 
defined routes 
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Principles of a child-friendly ribbon

• = a coherent whole made up of various elements that guide the child
through the public space and invite him/her to take active advantage of the 
surroundings

• Stimulating to play in and inspiring 
to cross

• Strengthen living and play 
components 

• As a linear element
• Different scales
• Mobility

7Source: Vicky Pettens – Director of Childcare, Youth, Education, and Sport (Belgium) – ‘Kindlint’: a child-friendly ribbon development in Ostend



Experimental phase

• Local government....?
• ‘Hard sector’....?
• ‘Offensive’ approach!
• Seize opportunities
• Complementarity!
• Consultation
• Participation
• Follow up of the execution!
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Incentives to play and move *) 
Seating, playground and sports equipment, sculptures

… multifunctional urban furniture encourages users to climb, bounce and jump – and can be 
used by several children for different actions at the same time

*) The following examples are based on the collection of best practice examples (Spielfibel) currently being compiled 
by the landscape planning studio tilia for Municipal Department 19

„Enzis“ im Museumsquartier © U. Titz

9



Elisabeth Irschik, City of Vienna: Municipal Department 19 – Architecture (MA 19)       26th Sept 2018                       

Incentives to play and move 
Seating, playground and sports equipment, sculptures

… multifunctional urban furniture encourages users to climb, bounce and jump – and can be 
used by several children for different actions at the same time 

© tilia
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used by several children for different actions at the same time

© MA 19

11
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Incentives to play and move
Seating, playground and sports equipment, sculptures

... playground equipment in the city shows clearly that playing is OK here

... but: conventional playground equipment is monofunctional and requires lots of space due 
to fall protection requirements

© tilia
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Incentives to play and move
Seating, playground and sports equipment, sculptures

... playground equipment in the city shows clearly that playing is OK here.

... but: conventional playground equipment is monofunctional and requires lots of space due 
to fall protection requirements.

© C. Fürthner
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Incentives to play and move
Public space terrain and structures (stairs, ramps, wave climbers)

… encourage children to get active, enhancing their motor skills
… some staircases are encourage playing more effectively than others 
(e.g. intermediate landings, staggered stairs,…)

© MA 19
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Incentives to play and move 
Limits, walls and railings

…  as part of public space, they are often spontaneously used as play elements
…  but can be specifically designed to offer more incentives for playing and moving 
(e.g. climbing grips, opportunities for jumping and hiding…)

© MA 19
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The Green Ribbon – straw bales fortress 17
Source: Vicky Pettens – Director of Childcare, Youth, Education, and Sport (Belgium) – ‘Kindlint’: a child-friendly ribbon development in Ostend



The Green Ribbon – straw bales fortress
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Source: Vicky Pettens – Director of Childcare, Youth, Education, and Sport (Belgium) – ‘Kindlint’: a child-friendly ribbon development in Ostend



The end of the straw bales fortress…
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Source: Vicky Pettens – Director of Childcare, Youth, Education, and Sport (Belgium) – ‘Kindlint’: a child-friendly ribbon development in Ostend
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Incentives to play and move
Simply providing ample space

... safe ways of playing in the streets : romping and running around, cycling and experiencing 
the public road space from a different perspective

© PlanSinn
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Incentives to play and move
Simply providing ample space

... Vienna Play Street project (“Wiener Spielstraße“): roads are closed to motor traffic on 
selected days so children can play safely

© PlanSinn
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